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These are some of the features appear- 
ing in the newsy, factual magazine of your 
The Lutheran. 
be one reason why almost 40,000 families 


church, These features may 


read The Lutheran every week. But a more 


important reason is that The Lutheran car- 
ries all the church news, a digest of the im- 
portant world news and a host of informa- 
tive articles of general interest. To this add 
the intelligent, common-sense method The 
Lutheran uses in applying these facts to 
your life. There we feel is the complete 
reason our Lutheran family of readers is 
growing weekly. This week and every week 


read 


it 
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Her Best Friend 


A good mother is a benediction upon her children from their first breath to 
her last. And then the memory of her love and devotion becomes a cherished 


possession of those she has blessed so richly. 


The little child turns instinctively to his or her mother for all kinds of help 
from day to day. Mother seems to have a sixth sense by which she perceives 
what is needed, and then with the skill of a highly trained physician applies 
the remedy. What magic a mother’s kiss works for the healing of Mary’s and 


Johnnie’s many minor hurts and bruises! 


But time alone brings any mother’s children to their troublesome teens. Then 
things are quite different. No longer do they turn instinctively to mother for 
the healing of their little hurts. The horizon of their lives has expanded and 
they now have numerous contacts outside the pale of the parental home. 
Daily they become more and more self-reliant. And that is really the way it 
should be. Mary may even think that mother does not really know her situa- 


tion because it has been such a long time since she was a teen-age girl. 


However, the wise mother still wants to give all the desirable help which will 
be good for Mary’s and John’s continued guidance and growth into stalwart 
Christian womanhood and manhood. But she knows that she dare not force 
herself upon her “growing sons and daughters”. She must respect their devel- 
oping personalities. She must often wait for their request for counsel before 


attempting to give guidance. 


That is just where the young person will show himself or herself truly wise. 
Mary especially will recognize mother’s greater experience in the important 
business of living and will gladly avail herself of the guidance which her best 
friend can give. (Similarly, John will turn to his Dad for his special needs.) 
Mothers and fathers delight in the privilege of guiding their “growing sons 
and daughters”. Wise youth, especially in their teens and twenties, seek out 
their parents’ counsel and give them the opportunity, which they so much 


crave, to be of real help to them as they approach manhood and womanhood. 


THERE WERE TWO LONELY HEARTS IN HIS HOUSE WHEN JOHN WENT TO WAR 
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Sf You Were a War-wife 


ByiCHARLBSsPCGRESSNMAINe Sule 


U VYOURW ERE Ga war awites—— 
Well, to say the least, it was no 

picnic. The war invaded your 
home. Until recently, no one knew just 
when a family might be broken up by 
the demands of war. The one and only 
consolation the war wife has now is 
that the war is over, that if hubby has 
not yet returned he will very likely be 
home soon. But these months 0° separ- 
ation, of loneliness, of shifting for one- 
self, of uncertainty and even confusion 
have taken their toll; they undoubtedly 
have left their mark. If you were a 
“wer wife’—you had a hard time. It 
is not easy to be separated, 


Two 


/l do get terribly 
house seems so large and empty. I 
can't sleep when I’m alone in the 
house. I lie awake all night listening 
to the water faucet drip and the win- 
dow frames rattle. Not until it begins 
to get a little light outside do I fall 
asleep for a few hours. I’m terri ly 
nervous, .’ This is the admission of 
one wife who is really not happy with- 
out her husband. 


lonesome; the 


“There is a severe emotional prob- 
lem . you aren’t living ... you have 
suspended your personality,” writes the 
wife of an army man over 
more than two years. 


seas for 


If ycu were a “war wife” you may 
have been married two, three, five or 
ten years before the outbreak of the 
war. On the other hand, you may have 
been one of the many “war brides” of 
World War II. In any inst-nce, you 
were—and still may be—a “war wife.” 


Perhars You Were a “War >ride” 
Many a “war bride” of World War 
Il is under considerable h ndicap be- 
cause she has had little op -ortunity to 
come to know her husband. There 
simply was not enouzh time for the 
usual kind of courtship. Then they were 
married. After a brief heneymoon the 
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new husband was sent off to the grim 
business of war. In many cases there 


was no opportunity for normal home 
life; in others, very little. 


“T met Jack at the Service Center, 
We fell madly in love. We knew we 
were meant for each other. One week 
later Jack had his orders. Before long 
he would be going overseas. We got 
married and spent our honeymoon in 
New York. I was with him until the 
ship sailed. He’s been overseas for 
three years now.” That’s the story in 
brief as one “war bride” put it. 


Mary and Jack were so sure of each 
other when he sailed. They were so un- 
believably happy. Mary was almost 
nineteen. Jack had just passed _ his 
twenty-first birthday. With deep devo- 
tion they wrote to each. other every 
day. The letters did not always arrive 
every day, but that could be under- 
stood, for mail was slow in coming 
through. But each knew the other 
wrote every day; that’s all that mat- 
tered until—Well, after three or four 
months the letters dropped off to one 
or two a week, and then to one a week 
or eyery other week. After all, Jack 
couldn’t stop the business of war to 
write every day. As for Mary, she had 
to go to work daily, and she had to 
go out once in a while, because life be- 
came lonely for her. 


No matter how one looks at it, one 
must admit that theirs was the culmi- 
nation of a too brief courtship. The 
period of engagement, which is to pro- 
vide opportunity for mutual explora- 
tion and deepening understanding, sim- 
ply did not exist. Actually, Mary and 
Jack did not know each other then and 
they have come to know each other 
since only to the extent that their let- 
ters have been able to reveal their tru- 
est selves. And those letters certainly 
did drop off a‘ter a while. Meantime, 
Mary has become three years older; 
her job has made her more mature; 
and now she finds that values for her 
have changed somewhat. Jack, too, has 
changed somewhat since he’s been 
places and seen things.” Will Mary 
and Jack know each other? Will each 
find in the other the life companion he 
or she desired? 


If theirs was a lightning-like court- 
ship, their knowledge of each other was 
naturally rather superficial. But if they 
have been faithful in writing to each 
other during their days of separation, 
they doubtless have greatly increased 
their store of knowledge of each other. 
Their reunion will bring the real test 
of their personalities. Their choice of 
each other as life mates was made un- 
der the peculiarly high emotional ten- 
sions of war-time. The good faith on 
which that choice was made will now 
be put to the acid test. The extent of 
their pre-marital knowledge and under- 
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standings of each other will determine 
the ease or difficulty with which they 
now make their vital adjustments in 
everyday living. It will doubtless re- 
quire of each of them more patience, 
long suffering, and a greater readiness 
to try to understand the other than had 
they not been separated for so long 
so soon after their marriage. Now that 
they are married, they will need to de- 
vote themselves to making the 
most of it. 

A fond grandmother reports, “Bill 
has never seen his baby boy. The baby 
was born six menths after he left the 
country. He'll be coming home soon 
now. He and his wife, Adele, can 
hardly wait to see each other. She is 
anxicus, too, to see him hold the baby 
and to see the baby’s first reaction to 
his daddy. Bill, too, is equally anxious 
to know the joys and responsibilities of 


very 


WAR 


being a husband and father. I just 
know that they are going to get on 
well. They are a devoted little couple. 
And now they have the baby as an 
added tie between them.” 

Bill and Adele knew each other for 


three years before they were married. 


They had planned to be married but 
were delayed when the war came 
along. Adele, however, was a “war 
bride” too, because later they were 


married in spite of the war. Adele lived 
with Bill at the Army Camps while he 
Was in training, but the inevitable day 
of separation came. Their letters, too, 
were slow in coming through. The time 
came when weeks passed before mail 
would catch up with Bill. Yet, Adele 
and Bill knew each other well, so they 
trusted each other sincerely. They 
prayed for each other daily and imag- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


PHOTO BY LAMBERT 


DAYS MEANT THEIR EARLY SEPARATION 


Three 


IF YOU WERE A WAR WIFE... 


(Continued from Page 3) 


ined they were sitting side by side as 
they worshipped thousands of miles 
apart. It was months before Bill 
learned that their baby had arrived, 
but when he did learn the fact it was 
a day of rejoicing for him. However, 
for months it was something great to 
look forward to, an event to dream 
about and plan for. That baby of his 
would never have to go through the 
hell of war, if he had anything to do 
with it. He’d give his life, if necessary, 
so that no son of his would have to 
march to war. 


Being a “war bride,’ Adele had to 
store her furniture, what little they had 
gotten together, when Bill went over 
seas. She had to go back home to her 
parents. In fact, after the baby had 
grown a little, Adele had to take a 
part-time job. Being a “war bride’ 
was no picnic for her. But Adele and 
Bill knew each other and they were 
sure that they could endure these hard- 
ships for that day when their home 
would bring the joys they had planned. 


“My own baby doesn’t know me. 
She cries every time I come into the 
room. I guess it will take a little while 
for her to get used to the fact that 
daddy belongs in this home.’ This is 
what one returned service man reports. 
It was a bit of a let-down for him, but 
Ray understood how the separation of 
the war years could make him almost 
a stranger to the little baby girl he 
had left with Mildred when he headed 
for the South Pacific. Ray and Mildred 
realized the adjustment needed on the 
part of every member of their little 
family. With understanding and with 
time for adjustment Ray and Mildred 
hit their stride. Here was another “war 
bride” who also had had a hard time 
of it. There were hours of loneliness: 
there were days when Mildred thought 
she couldn’t stand the separation any 
longer. Her interest in the baby, her 
renewed activity in church, her plans 
for their future home and her deter- 
mination to make a success of her mar- 
tiage has carried her through those 
long and lonely days. It wasn’t easy. 
But Mildred is one “war bride’ who 
will not lend one ounce of encourage- 
ment to the mounting divorce rate. 


Hats off to the “war bride” who has 
determined to make her marriage a 
success! She deserves our every con- 
sideration. Her role has been difficult, 
and she has earned the respect of all. If 
you were,a “war bride” you know that 
your marriage can be a success. 


You May Have Been a “War Wife” 


By the “war wife,” we mean the wife 
who has been separated from her hus- 
band because of the war, but who had 
been married five or ten years before 
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her husband was called to the colors. 
She is not what we call the “war 
bride,” but she, too, has felt the loneli- 
ness and the strain of the war. In 
many instances the home had been 
established, the children were going to 
school, the tie was closely and firmly 
knit. These things made it even harder 
for the ‘war wife’ to make the neces- 
sary adjustments to the changed situa- 
tion. 


“Sally just can’t understand why 
daddy doesn’t come home. It’s hard to 
make her understand that Chick is a 
long distance away and cannot come 
home. I almost break down every time 
she asks for her daddy.” That’s the 
way one war-wife wrote home to her 
mother. 


Sally was almost four years old. She 
had been accustomed to having daddy 
come home from work daily. She knew 
when he would get home. She would 
always be waiting for him. She would 
run down the street with arms wide 
open and take a flying leap into his 
arms. Now Sally keeps looking for 


WHEN A STAR MEANT A MAN 


daddy but he doesn’t come home. She 
doesn’t understand. 

Now that father has been in the 
service mother has had to play a dual 
role: it has been difficult. In fact, some 
wives have developed such a skill in 
playing this dual mother-father role 
that they will have difficulty in adjust- 
ing to the single role of being mother 
again. Herein lies a problem in adjust- 
ment for some “war wives” and their 
returned husbands. It is inadvisable for 
the wife suddenly to thrust all the for- 
mer responsibilities on her husband, 
but she must allow her husband grad- 
ually to assume his share of respon- 
sibility in the home until he has re- 
sumed his real role as husband and 
Tat Nets 

One of the dangers of war separation 
is “smother love’ on the part of some 
war mothers. The love and affection 
ordinarily given to the husband may be 
concentrated upon the child or children. 
The concern of the mother for the 
child’s welfare may be so exaggerated 
that the child will be over-protected. 


(Continued on Page 31) 
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RUTH MARTSOLF mer. 


By RUTH MARTSOLF 
Chairman, Education Committee, 
Luther League of America 


At some point in our conversation 
with you last month here in the “Swap 
Shop,” we mentioned having received 
topic subject suggestions from some of 
your State or Synodical officers and 
then, without pausing to elaborate upon 
that simple statement, we raced mer- 
rily on to something else. Even now, in 
spite of that small hint, it may come 
as a surprise to you to learn that we 
sent requests for such suggestions and 
later used them as the basis for our 
program planning at a meeting of the 
Education Committee in December. 
Topics are not just pulled out of a hat 
like a Magician’s rabbit, nor do they 
just grow like Topsy! They are written 
because a majority of Luther Leaguers 
have requested discussion on specific 
subjects. Incidentally, now is a good 
time to begin thinking up a new batch 
for the Committee. 


Which reminds us to thank Ruth 
Grove, President of the Luther League 
of Illinois, for her general comments 
and suggestions. The latter were a bit 
late for use at the meeting, but are 
none the less welcome as partial con- 
firmation of the action we did take. 


But, to return to our original sub- 
ject, Headquarters does more than just 
plan a program and prepare three sets 
of topics for you. It also makes avail- 
able pamphlets which tell you how to 
vary that program and put over those 
topics. For instance, there is the one 
entitled, “Ways to Build Devotional 
Meetings” which is especially good for 
brand new Leaguers who are bothered 
or bewildered about the “how’s’” and 
“what’s” of preparation. Basic infor- 
mation appears in paragraphs of in- 
struction for both the Education or 
Program Committee and the Leader 
for the evening, and in brief but com- 
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plete notes under the headines, ‘What 
is the topic?”, 


“How shall we present it?”, “Would 
music fit?”, and “Who will do what?” 
and when. It is so simple that it is 
almost elementary. The only catch is 
that there is a lot of work involved. 
A good devotional meeting cannot be 
delivered to you in a capsule just be- 
fore seven the evening you are the 
leader. Thought, research, and plan- 
nings are absolute “musts”! Too many 
people feel that their preparation is 
complete when they have jotted down 
the entire program item by item, and 
picked up the Quarterly on their way 
out the door! 


Or you may prefer the companion 
piece for the above pamphlet entitled, 
“How to Make the Meeting Go!” be- 
cause it contains more detailed infor- 
mation. Let us warn you in advance, 
however, that this piece of literature 
also stresses preparation! It suggests 
that our topics be used as a core or 
base of operations, but that they should 
not be followed slavishly. Things like 
the atomic bomb and its implications 
should not be ignored because there is 
a topic on daving or something else 
that is equally local or personal. What 
you really need is a bit of originality 
in your meetings, and having two lead- 
ers would be a help. One to conduct 
the meeting (a good way to break in 
inexperienced Leaguers, by the way), 
and one to present the topic. Variety 
helps, too, so the pamphlet lists dif- 
ferent types of meetings and different 
methods of presenting the topics— 
(more about this later!) and stresses 
participation by everybody. Ajiter all, 
it is presumably a League meeting! 
The pamphlet also lists sources of ma- 
terial, makes suggestions about seat- 
ing, and concludes with detailed in- 
structions on the actual things involved 
in making the meeting go. 


Features 


@ Information on where 
our topics come from. 


@ Ways to Build 
Devotional Meetings. 


® How to Make the 
Meeting Go. 


57 Varieties of Meetings. 


@ Guides for Missionary 
Projects. 


Which brings us to that “more about 
this later” insertion in the preceding 
paragraph. There is another pamphlet 
available called “57 Varieties of Meet- 
ings” which contains nothing but ideas 
—57 of them! More than a year of not 
knowing what is coming next if you 
care to do something about it! Among 
the more fascinating ones are, a chair- 
less meeting ...a duet meeting... 
a stamp meeting for missions ...a 
hobby meeting ... a memory meeting 

an ideal girl meeting (with the 
boys in complete charge, of course!) 

. an ideal boy meeting (after all, dog 
faces, your dream queens deserve their 
inning!) . .. a Bee-Hive meeting .. . 
a Bible book meeting (those of you 
who requested more Bible topics might 
use this in the interim) ...a thermo- 
meter meeting (for more participation) 
... a Board meeting... and so on! 
If you have thought up something 
equally intriguing, how about sending 


it to the SWAP SHOP? 


Incidentally, there is one more leaf- 
let in the list of available material (for 
which no priority is required!) which 
has somewhat the same format as “57 
Varieties”. It is called “Guides for Mis- 
sionary Projects” and it is simply a 
list of twenty-four projects from which 
Luther Leaguers may select “some- 
thing to do”. Things like presenting 
Missionary plays, using moving picture 
films (there is address information on 
the back of the leaflet, too), making 
use of foreign students in your area, 
making or collecting things for char- 
itable institutions (a good one for In- 
termediates), or having a progressive 
missionary meeting. The last is our 
favorite—and you will find the details 
in the leaflet!! 


It is time to close the “Swap Shop,” 
so good-bye for now, but don’t forget 
to drop in again next month. 


Five 


Six 


Your Daily 
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From the center of our Lutheran 
emblem take the cross, and let each 
part of it represent a field of Life 
Service. 


CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


MISSION NATE 
MINISTRY FIELD DIACO 


DAILY 
LIFE 
SERVICE 
OF THE 
AVERAGE 
CHRISTIAN 


These flelds of Life Service are sup- 
ported by the largest part of the cross 
—Your Daily Life Service! 


Many people think of Life Service as 
pertaining only to those who enter the 
ministry, the diaconate, the mission 
field, or any other full-time Christian 
work. But Life Service is properly 
understood when we believe that God 
has placed each of us here for some 
definite purpose and that it is our duty 
to discover this purpose through prayer, 
and then to do all that we can to 
accomplish our work, feeling that if we 
do not perform this work it will be de- 
layed until someone else finally as- 
sumes the responsibility. 


God has given us varying abilities 
and talents. To some are given talents 
for a particular type of work, and to 
others, completely different abilities. 
We cannot all be ministers, or deacon- 
esses, Or missionaries, though the need 
for these workers has never been so 
great as it is now in the year 1946, 
And never has the challenge been more 
appealing than it is now. 


Js What 


@ AT HOME 
@ Al SCHOOL 
@ AT WORK or PLAY 


God calls us also to be doctors, 
lawyers, business men, teachers, or 
nurses. The most important considera- 
tion should be that whatever profession 
we enter, that that profession is con- 
secrated to God's service. 
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Life 
Js Important 


@ AT BUSINESS 
@ AT THE SHOP 
@ AT THE LABORATORY 


Too many people are willing to ac- 
cept the redemption offered through 
the death of our Saviour on the cross, 
but they fail to see that Christianity 
must be a part of their business and 
professional lives. They are not ready 
to say: 
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By VIRGINIA WIRT 


Chairman, Life Service Committee, 
Luther League of America 


“O use me, Lord, use even me, 
Just as Thou wilt, and when and where, 
Until Thy blessed face I see, 
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.” 

When a young person can sincerely 
say, “O use me, Lord, use even me, 
just as Thou wilt, and when and 
where,” then he has caught the vision 
of a life of service and it might lead 
into the ministry, or law, or medicine, 
or business, or any one of many fields 
of service, 

Full-time service and its blessings 
should be emphasized to our young 
people at all times. Part-time service 
should also be brought to their atten- 
tion. Only a small per cent of them 
will enter full-time service, but most 
of these will be directed to their deci- 
sion through the interest and enjoy- 
ment of part-time work. Leaders in the 
church must encourage young people 
to become teachers in Sunday School, 
Luther League and other church or- 
ganizations. This basic training may 
later lead to a greater work in the 
Kingdom, 


Daniel Webster is a fine example of 
a man who certainly caught the vision 
of Life Service. He was a great states- 
man and orator who began his life in 
poverty, but he early caught the vision 
of a life of service. When he was asked, 
“What is the most important thought 
that ever entered your mind?” he 
would immediately reply, “My indivi- 
dual responsibility to God.” He was 
stricken with many personal sorrows, 
losing in succession his brother, his 
wife, and three of his four children. 
During this intense grief he said, “Re- 
ligion is the tie that connects man with 
his Creator. If that tie be sundered, all 
is broken; the whole future is nothing 
but darkness, desolation and death.’ 
Webster consecrated his profession to 
God’s service, and the memory of his 
radiant life is a shining light in this 
world of ours. 

“My individual responsibility to God” 
is the key to Life Service for each of 
us. When we catch that vision, feeling 
that God has a purpose for us, and 
when we discover His will and conse- 
crate ourselves to performing it, our 
lives too will become radiant lights in 
God’s service, no matter what profes- 
sion or field of service we enter. 


“Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things Thee to see, 
And what I do in anything, 
To do it as for Thee.” 


Seven 


nl. Make Ho Your 


By VIRGINIA HOOVER “State” had been read thoroughly dur- the Bible for help and the verse eae 
Missionary Under | ing spare moments in study hall. But seemed to be trying to say some ; g 
edema sake eS as that had been idle day-dreaming; I to me was I Timothy 4:14: “Neglect 


The pleasant spring days of my sen- knew that college, for the present at not the gift that is in thee: eu fee 
ior year in high school were speeding least, was not possible That is why how it did not offer concrete help. 
along when one day the alarming ques- this question was so alarming. | did A leisurely summer was drawing a 
tion, “What are you really going to do not have any idea either what I would close before I finally arranged to atten 
when you finish school?” forced itself really like to do. The thought that God business college in a nearby city where 
into the foreground of my thinking. had something to do with the matter I could stay with relatives. There was 
Oh, I had thought about it before— was in my mind, but I did not know no real enthusiasm for this course but 
catalogues from the “University” and how to find out His will. I turned to it seemed to offer a way to become 

: : financially independent. The year at 


school and the first two years in office 
work passed quickly. With so many 
things to learn and so many new situ- 
ations to meet, there was not much 
time to think about what I was doing 
nor why. 


As my work became routine, how- 
ever, there was a rising dissatisfaction 
and unrest. God seemed to be speaking 
to me through the verse from Timothy. 
I began to realize that what God de- 
sired was that I put myself and all my 
abilities at His disposal and that I take 
my place in His plan to redeem the 
world and bring in His kingdom. 
Whatever my field of service might be, 
I realized that college education was 
the first step. So during the following 
year I made plans to enter a Lutheran 
college, St. Olaf, where I might obtain 
not only training of the mind but have 
opportunities for spiritual growth 
through the associations in a Christian 
institution. 


Unknown worlds opened up to me as 
I studied language, literature, history, 
psychology, science, Bible. My own 
place in God’s plan became increas- 
ingly plain. By the time I entered my 
junior year I was ready to offer myself 
for foreign service. and the field to 
which I felt particularly drawn was 
Argentina. I tried to find time to read 
books about Latin America and _ its 
needs. The more I read the more clear- 
ly I saw the vast amount of work that 
should be done, and the greater was 
my desire to devote myself and my 
abilities to meeting the deep problems 
of the people in that area. 


It was a happy day in May 1945 
when I received the formal call of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 
I only wished that I were ready to go 
immediately. However, in spite of my 
efforts to take college courses which 
would be of particular help to me in 
a Latin American country I felt the 
wide gaps in my knowledge. And I was 
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Helen Ruth Lawson, Liberia 


Elizabeth Hartig, India 
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Front Row—Marion P. Lane, Jr., Wilbur E. Wicklund, Donald P. Mosling, Paul Morgan, 


all of whom will go to India. 


Second Row—Ronald Homrighausen, Thomas O. Stelling, Walter T. Weind and Richard 


A. Gaenslen, who will go to Liberia; and William Peery, to India. 


By MARION LANE, Jr. 


Recent Graduate of 


While sitting in our church office 
one Saturday afternoon my mind was 
turning over some familiar thoughts. 
With one more year in high school the 
time seemed near when I should decide 
what my life work should be. Should 
I be a doctor, a minister, a detective, 
a geologist, a grocer, a teacher. Prob- 
ably a grocer because there was little 
likelihood of my going to college. As 
the months went by, one thought took 
an increasingly prominent place. The 
thought of becoming a pastor grew in 
the Sunday School, where, all unknow- 
ingly, each teacher contributed encour- 
agement and impetus. My pastor was 
a constant suggestion of what the min- 
istry could mean, both to the minister 
and to those whom he served. On this 
particular afternoon becoming a pastor 
so completely overshadowed every 
other possibility that anything else ap- 
peared unreal. Following a period of 
prayer there was a feeling of calm re- 
solve and a sober decision to make 
this intention” known to my _ pastor. 
This was done and after giving his 
commendation and encouragement he 
suggested that I continue in high 
school with the ministry in mind. 


One year after graduating from high 
school I entered Wittenberg College. 
Four years later I began the three 
year seminary course at Hamma Divin- 
ity School. 

When I entered college in 1941 a 
new influence was brought to bear 
upon the course of my life. It was 
here that I came in contact with the 
Lutheran Student Association of Amer- 
ica, locally and regionally. After a 
couple of years I became National 
Vice-President of the LSAA and in 
that capacity was charged with encour- 
aging Lutheran students in the United 


Hamma Divinity School 


States and Canada to take interest in 
various mission projects. Very soon I 
learned that one cannot encourage 
others without a deepening o! one’s 
own personal interest. The great spirit- 
ual needs of the world loomed larger 
and larger as I read new accounts and 
listened to the challenge presented by 
returned missionaries at student con- 
ferences and LSAA Ashrams. 


The moe I presented these needs to 
others the more I felt an inner com- 
pulsion to match the needs with the 
real solution. After almost two years 
it became clear that I should volunteer 
myself. After some periods of prayer I 
presented this decision to my fiancee, 
then to a close friend, both of whom 
were most helpful. Following the ad- 
vice of an LSAA adviser I talked with 
a member of the Board of Foreign 
Missions who suggested further 
thought and study of missionary ma- 
terial. Then came the application to 
the Board, meeting with the examining 
committee, the physical examination, 
and the acceptance by the Board. All 
of this took place during my last year 
in Seminary. 


At the present I am studying Agri- 
culture and Rural Sociology at Cornell 
University in preparation for work in 
India. 


Through all the years before co_lege 
and seminary and during these seven 
years the sacrifices of my mother most 
certainly guided me into the path of 
Christian service. God has worked 
through a Christian home, loyal friends, 
His Church and His Word, to present 
the challenge of Christian service in 
such a way that it was with full con- 
fidence in Him that my decision was 
made. 
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Eleanore Gailstrom, W. Canada 
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anxious for additional opportunity for 
Bible study. After careful considera- 
tion, the Executive Board of the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society, which had 
recommended me, gave me the oppor- 
tunity ‘or graduate study at Scarrit 


College which offers special opportuni- 
_ ties and facilities for students planning 


to work in Latin America. The aca- 
demic year is passing quickly and ] am 
finding it all too short to try to ab- 
sorb everything which would be help- 
ful. Nevertheless, | am looking for- 
ward to the day when I can actually 
take up my work. I know that God. 
having pointed me to my place of serv- 
ice, will give me strength and wisdom 
to pursue the course which He has 
planned. 


set 5h RS aA ORIOL ARMAS on AL ace 


Ehlers, India Ruth Myers, 


Helen Evans, Liberia 


Ten 


Lenchen Coleman, N. Y. City 


India 


Evelyn M. Coovert, China 


Marianna Bunger, Liberia 


BSB aed 


Sarah Snyder, India 


® Believing that the major concern 
of our Church today is to gird herself 
with men and means for the multiply- 
ing opportunities and responsibilities 
which stretch out before her, the Com- 
mittee of Executive Secretaries decided 
to give special emphasis to the recruit- 
ing of men and women for full-time 
Christian service in the promotion 


year 1945-1946. 


® It was decided to use the secre- 
taries of the Board of Education of the 
Church and other specially selected 
workers for the purpose of holding 
Christian Service Institutes in all the 
colleges, summer schools, and assem- 
blies of the United Lutheran Church, 
where the need for Christian servants 
and the call for Christian service would 
be sounded long and loud. During the 
winter and spring seasons the Insti- 
tutes were held in the colleges. This 
summer a similar program will be put 
on in the summer schools, camps and 
assemblies. 


@® Foreseeing the great need for 
women missionaries for all the 
Church’s overseas missions in the post- 
war world, the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Ul, Ly Gy As adoptedea 
special project for the current tri-en- 
nium, 1943-1946, of at least twelve new 
women missionaries for the different 
fields and sufficient funds to undergird 
their work. They have succeeded in en- 
listing more than twelve young women 


for this great work. The individual 
photos shown herewith are of the 
Christian servants recruited by the 


W. M. S. for overseas missions. 


® The photo showing new men mis- 
sionaries is a group recently recruited 
for this work by the Board of Foreign 
Missions of our Church. Others are 
now in preparation for this service, and 
still others, not pictured here, have 
been commissioned more recently to 
serve in the various fields. 


® However, the Call to Christian 
Service still sounds. The result of the 
present promotion effort will not be 
seen in the year of promotion. This is 
seed-sowing time. It will take time for 
the purpose to serve Christ and His 
Church to germinate in the lives of 
today’s high school and college young 
people. This is as it should be. We 
must assure the supply of consecrated 
servants for all the Church’s work in 
the years to come. Actually, perhaps 
not before five years, will we see the 
result of the present effort in an in- 
creased number of Christian servants. 


@ It should be remembered that one 
does not need to be either a minister 
or a missionary in order to render full- 
time Christian service. There are many 
opportunities for miscellaneous kinds 


(Continued on Page 31) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


@ Recently a Pastor’s wife remarked, “Surely the Lu- 
ther League is more than fifty years old. I can remember 
that my father was active in League work more than fifty 
years ago.” : 


That raised a question which we could not satisfactorily 
answer. We do know that the national organization was 
effected (launched) October 31, 1895. We know that Lu- 
theran young people were meeting in local churches for 
fellowship and study as early as 1889. 


One fact we have as yet been unable to establish. When 
and in what congregation did the Lutheran young people’s 
society first call itself The Luther League? Was it in your 
congregation? We will be pleased if you can help us estab- 
lish that fact. 


© The Secretaries and Rev. J. Obert Kempson, advisor 
to the Missionary Committee, attended the sessions of the 
Missionary Education Movement at Buck Hill Falls (in the 
Poconos) Pennsylvania, in the week of March 10. Plans 
for Mission Study classes were outlined and selection of 
themes and book titles for 1948 and 1949 were made. The 
1946-1947 emphases are India and Christians and Race. 


@ These are days of special opportunity for Luther 
Leagues in local congregations. Thousands of teen-age 
youth will be confirmed on Palm Sunday or Pentecost. 
Many of the Synods are giving the Luther League an op- 
portunity to contact these new church members in the 
Confirmands’ Rallies. 


The next step in these cases, and the important thing 
in every congregation is that someone must be made re- 
sponsible for the follow-up with these young people. The 
real work must be done at home. Let it never be said that 
the congregation did not care for these young people to 
have a part in the program of the Church now that they 
are confirmed, 


At least three Synods are giving the Luther League 
the opportunity to present its challenge and invitation to 
all these newly confirmed. On these occasions the Synodical 
Luther League presents a token gift to each youth present 
and explains what the Luther League is and how it serves. 


@ The Executive Secretary met the Pittsburgh Con- 
vention Committee March 17. The Committee, under the 
leadership of Roy Henricksen, is getting every detail worked 
out so as to make your visit there in July as pleasant and 
beneficial as possible. 


The first session, Thursday, July 11, will be held in 
First English Lutheran Church. All other sessions, except 
those on Sunday, will be held in the William Penn Hotel. 


® Speaking of the Convention, it gave us a real thrill 
to receive a letter from Porto Rico with the announcement 
that the Luther League of the Churches in that Island have 
elected a delegate to represent them in Pittsburgh. The 
delegate is Miss Frieda Hoh. 


The Leaguers there are really interested in the work 
of the Church. They find the topics for all age-groups so 
interesting that they translate them from English to Span- 
ish so all can understand and participate in the discussion 
of the topic. 

(Continued on Page 32) 
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Weekly Bible Thoughts 


Sunday, May 5th 


“God’s Word is the traveler’s map, the pil- 
erim’s staff, the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, 
ond the Christian’s character.” It is sorely needed 
by all who travel the way of life. Can we afford 
to pass it by? A PTL member answers in the 
negative, for he is receiving its treasures constantly. 


Sunday, May 12th 


“God's Word is the world’s light, shinine in 
darkness, By this light we must be guided ‘or 
there is no other direction in which we can fina 
wisdom and courage ‘for life in these days.” 


Do you not feel a need for light in today’s 
world? God is offering it to us through His Word. 
ets take the torch im oun bands) Besa, D Bix 
(Daily Bible Reader). A PTL member is one. 


* * x 


Sunday, May 19th 


“God's Word is the good seed sown in our 
hearts. We must nourish it and let it grow, unless 
we want our lives to be like sandy deserts which 
can never yield a harvest.” 


Just as we water and feed plants so that they 
will grow and blossom into beauty and loveliness, 
so must we cultivate the good that is within us. 
Reading our Bible daily will supply much of the 
needed nourishment. A PTL member is cultivat- 
ing the good seed. 

* Ok Ox 
Sunday, May 26th 


“God’s Word is a voice, calling us to obey, to 
serve; and promising us strength and salvation.” 


A sincere and loyal PTL member is listening 
to that call. Are you? 


Eleven 


T | Kemember 
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FANDBOOK 


LATTE TOL AIT 


In our haste to read the latest books 
and those on the Best Seller List we 
often miss fine books. 


“A Lutheran Handbook” by Amos 
John Traver is celebrating its 10th 
birthday this year but it is timely be- 
cause it tells of the Lutheran Church, 
her history, doctrines and methods of 
work in simple understandable lan- 
guage. It will give you a good answer 
to the oft asked question: “Why are 
you a Lutheran?” Let’s not be content 
to answer, “I’m Lutheran because my 
parents are Lutheran.” Learn of your 
church and be proud of her. 


“Christ and The Fine Arts” by Cyn- 
thia Pearl Maus is being called to your 
attention, not as a book to read from 
cover to cover, but as a reference book. 
It contains pictures, poems, and stories 
of the life of Jesus as well as stories 
of hymns we love. It was prepared pri- 
marily for youth and youth leaders. 
Any Sunday School or Luther League 
that owns this volume and uses it will 
be truly enriched. 


One that will make you feel better 
for having read it is “Before Making 
Important Decisions” by Roger Bab- 
son. This is a book for everyone, since 
all groups—young and old—rich and 
poor—busy and free—are at times com- 
pelled to make important decisions. It 
shows how the churches—especially 
the church edifices—can be of help to 
people. 


On the lighter side is: “Your Kids 
and Mine” by Joe E. Brown. Yes, it’s 
the Joe E. Brown of movie star fame 
who traveled 150,000 miles during the 
war for the purpose of entertaining 
our servicemen. He came back with 
human, simple and touching stories of 
our boys. Youll be proud of those 
American boys and the famous trouper 
who gave his all to make them happy 
for a few moments. 


Faith Baldwin’s latest book, “A Job 
Fer Jenny” presents Jenny as a work- 
ing girl who becomes secretary to Jus- 
tice Hathaway, son of the new owner 
of shipyard formerly owned by her 
family. Mr. Hathaway was tall, hand- 
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ByNGIAK Ano Gilt Gills 


Member Education Committee, L. L. of A. 


home and charming and most of the 
feminine workers were infatuated with 
him. When Jenny found out her sister 
was meeting him secretly Jenny goes 
into competition with her sister and 
others and is soon leading the field 
against all comers. 


Then her old friend Steve comes 
home, his hopes of being a great sur- 
geon blasted by a Japanese shell. The 
girl soon realizes that the shipyard job 
is only incidental and that her first 


AN ANTHOLOGY, OF WORLD-FAMORS 
PICTURES, POETRY. HYMNS & STORIES 
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loyalty is to her family, her friends and 


the community which her ancestors 
had built. 
For a bit of humor, try “Farmer 


Takes A Wife” by John Gould. When 
John brought his Boston bride to his 
farm home in Maine, both he and 
Great Uncle Timothy felt she had con- 
siderable to learn before she’d be a full 
fledged farmer’s wife. The story of how 
they taught her is full of dry wit and 
human interest. 


Some Yeu Sache 


From the W. A. Wilde Company 


Your Faith and Your Neighbor’s—A Quiz Book on World Religions, by 
Frederick Hall. $1.00 

Within the scope of 142 pages, and in question and answer form, the 

author deals with 24 different world religions, Christian and non-Christian. 

He tells us that the purpose of the book is to increase respect for the other 

man’s faith. That means the treatment is sympathetic and not polemic. 

Lutherans will be interested to read what a non-Lutheran writes about them. 


Bible Characters in Cross Word Puzzles, by Lucile Pettigrew Johnson. $1.00 


This book is exactly what its title clearly indicates. The puzzles in it 
are based upon the lives of famous men and women of the Bible. Often 
there is a Bible text hidden within the puzzle. 


Peloubet’s Select Notes for 1946, by Wilbur M. Smith. $2.00 


This is the well-known annual volume in the Peloubet series on the 
International Sunday School lessons. -These lessons, as used by the 
U. L. C. A., are modified to meet the needs of the major festivals of the 
Christian calendar, but this volume is useful to Lutherans except where 
distinctive doctrines of their faith are involved. 


66 More Modern Parables for Young Folks, by John Henry Sargent. $1.50 


This is a small volume of devotional material on as many subjects as 
the title indicates. With each there is a scripture passage and a prayer. 
This is the author’s second such volume of three-minute talks the purpose 
of which is to show that the truth of God’s Word may be revealed in the 
ordinary things about us. 


A Treasure of Hymns, by Amos R. Wells. $2.00 


This volume by the late well-beloved Dr, Wells presents brief biogra- 
phies of 120 leading hymn-writers and their best hymns. The articles in ‘hie 
volume consist of articles written over a period of ten years, one a month, 
for “The Christian Endeavor World.” This is a very useful aid to students 
of hymn lore. 
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For the Completion of War Our Country Needed 
The skilled aviator, the trained sailor, the drilled soldier. 
For the Principles of Justice and Peace the Whole World Needs 


The College-bred Christian Citizen. 


CARTHAGE, Carthage, Illinois 
GETTYSBURG, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
HARTWICK, Oneonta, New York 
LENOIR RHYNE, Hickory, North Carolina 
MARION, Marion, Virginia 

MIDLAND, Fremont, Nebraska 
MUHLENBERG, Allentown, Pennsylvania 


NEWBERRY, Newberry, South Carolina 
ROANOKE, Salem, Virginia 
SUSQUEHANNA, Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania 
THIEL, Greenville, Pennsylvania 
WAGNER, Staten Island, New York 
WATERLOO, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
WITTENEERG, Springfield, Ohio 
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Thirteen 


Invitations 
With a small bit of thread sew a 
flower to a little white card, just the 
size of a small envelope. Underneath 
write: “You are a violet,” or whatever 
the flower is. On the other side of the 
card write your invitation, something 
like this: 
All the flowers in our Luther 
Meagterwillteatherionwaeetsce ects 
CASTE EE Goaacadces o’clock for a 
few hours of fun and fellowship. 
Be sure to come! We want a large 
bouquet! Bring a friend. 


Posters 


Have this poster fixed so that it can 
easily be turned over. This may be 
done by having it hung with a short 
string fastened to the thumb tack in 
your bulletin board, or wherever you 
post it. On the front of the poster draw 
a large bouquet of flowers, underneath 
which you write: “Luther Leaguers, if 
you, are interested in flowers, see other 
side.” On the opposite side give the 
time and date of your May Flowers 
Party. 


Decorations 


Decorate the room with several pot- 
ted plants and any cut flowers which 
you may be able to secure. 


Games 

1. Flower Basket Upset 

Play Fruit Basket Upset by substi- 
tuting the names of flowers for fruits. 
That is, the leader will whisper the 
name of a flower in the ear of each 
player. After each is named, the leader 
takes her place at the side of the circle 
of players and calls out the names of 
different flowers which are to exchange 
places so swiftly that the leader does 
not get a chair. If the leader does get 
a chair in the circle, then the person 
without a chair is It. When “Flower- 
Basket Upset” is called, everyone 
scrambles for another seat, and again, 
the one left standing is It. 


2. Roses on a String 

Two strings are stretched tightly 
across the room with a paper rose on 
each string, fastened loosely so as to 
move back and forth easily. These 
should be as high as the average per- 
son’s head. 


The players are then equally divided 
into two sides. A player from each side 
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stands at one end of his string, so that 
he can blow the rose. At a signal they 
begin to blow. The one who can blow 
his rose to the other end of the string 
first makes a point for his side. The 
next two then compete, and so on 
down the line. The side scoring the 
most points is credited with having the 
best “Blowers.” 


3. Blind Man’s Race 

Following the Rose Game, players 
remain divided into two groups. Now 
they arrange themselves into two rows, 
facing each other, with a cleared space 
between them. One player from each 
side is then blindfolded. Each of these 
is given a yardstick to use in feeling 
his way to the other end of the room 
and back again. The one returning first 
has gained a point for his side. The 
next two then “race” and so on until 
all have taken part in the game. 


4. Violets Are Blooming 


All the players, except one, form 
pairs and stand in a circle. The one 


Party Books 


for 


YOUR LUTHER LEAGUE 
LIBRARY 


THE FUN ENCYCLOPEDIA 
—E. O. Harbin. $2.75 


THE COKESBURY GAME BOOK 
—A. M. Depew. $1.75 


THE ABINGDON PARTY BOOK 
—Ethel Owen. $1.75 


THE PLAYLEADER’S MANUAL 
—Margaret E. Mulac. $2.75 


GAMES FOR THE PLAYGROUND, 
HOME, SCHOOL AND 
GYMNASIUM—J. H. Bancroft. 
$4.75 


ACTIVE GAMES AND CONTESTS 
—Mason and Mitchell. $3.00 


By Doris Gangstead 


left is a violet. The violet says, “Face 
to face,” and the partners face each 
other. He may also say, “Back to 
back,” or Side to side,” and his direc- 
tions must be followed. If he says, 
“Violets are blooming,’ everyone, in- 
cluding himself, tries for a new part- 
ner. The one left out becomes the vio- 
let, and the game continues. 


5. Flower Descriptions 
Provide the guests with pencils and 
copies of the following flower descrip- 
tions. After ten minutes read the list 
supplying the names of the flowers. 
The guests should check their papers to 
see how many varieties they have rec- 
ognized from the descriptions. 
1. Mistress’ shoes—lady’s slippers. 
2. Girl’s beauty—maiden hair. 
3. Early day’s splendor — morning 
glory. 
4. What facial characteristics have all 
of us?—tulips. 
5. What do unmarried 
bachelor buttons. 
6. What followed the tax on tea?— 
tea rose. 


men lose?— 


7. What is a popular girl who cannot 
go to the party?—blue bell. 

8. What is an unpopular one who does 
go?—wall flower. 


9..When you want an alarm clock, 
what do you ask for?—four o'clock. 

10. What conversation does 
bashful man—flags. 


6. Winding the Clock 

Winding the clock suggests a late 
hour. It is a good, live game with 
which to close an evening’s entertain- 
ment. The guests join hands in a long 
irregular line. The leader passes 
through between the two next in line 
to him who raise their hands that he 
may get through. They can not relax 
their hold, but must turn and follow 
him. The leader passes between the 
next two, then the next, and so on, the 
ever increasing line following him in 
larger and larger circles. Increasing 
speed increases the merriment, When 
the clock is wound, it may be unwound 
by the same process. 


with a 


Refreshments 

Open-face sandwiches with peanut 
butter, and crax with cheese. Also, if 
possible, serve flower-shaped cookies 
and hot apple cider. 


—Adapted from “Better Leagues” 
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Pittsburgh Bids You Welcome! 2" hisits we 


“How dear to my heart are the scenes of my childhood when fond recollection 
presents them to view.” Not many persons will be present at this Jubilee Convention 
who joined in the founding of The Luther League of America here in First Lutheran 
Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. However, we can all join in the heritage these 
founders bequeathed to us. May the visit of you Leaguers to the birthplace of The 
Luther League of America be one which will inspire you to build upon the foundations 
others have so solidly laid. 

THE REV. H. REED SHEPFER, President, The Pittsburgh Synod 


To the Officers and Delegates of The Luther League of America: 


The pastors and members of the First English Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Pittsburgh extend a warm and hearty welcome. We are proud of the fact that 
The Luther League of America was organized in our Church and think it highly 
fitting that you should now return to us for your Golden Jubilee Convention. 

A. J, HOLL, Pastor 


PITTSBURGH CONVENTION COMMITTEE 
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iS A CHALLENGE 
FOR A LIFETIME 


Today from every corner of the world, Christ calls to His Church: “Feed 
My Sheep.” 
His plea is for global sharing by Christians blessed with a more abundant 


life. His need is material and spiritual help for millions of war-ravaged peo- 
ples. We must not fail Him now. For He “may not pass this way again.” 


Through Lutheran World Action, Lutherans in America will heed that 
call in terms unequaled in the Church’s history—$10,000,000 in the next two 
years (1946-1947). 


AFRICA 


| BALKANS 


The youth of America have a big stake in the future of thes 
urchins. They are just three of Europe’s hundreds of thousands of 


orphaned by war. Uncared for, unschooled, unchurched, they are ta 
world. 


They need food, clothing, Christian education, wholesome 
Your dollars will provide them. 


FINLAND 


GERMANY 


Add to these, millions of roaming war vic- 
tims—cold and hungry. Fortunate if sheltered 
by caves or rubble-covered cellars at nightfall, 
they wander through Europe’s wreckage. 


Through Lutheran World Action “God’s 
Working Arm” can sustain them. 


Sixteen 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Or go to Africa, India, the South Pacific where American 
Lutherans kept alive Europe’s foreign missions. A Christian 
bulwark in war or peace, it must not slacken. 


Whether Poland or Palau, the emergency need far ex- 
ceeds our Church’s normal efforts. It will take a “heap o’ 
givin’” to restore hope and joy to the faces of the world’s 
youth. Can we do it? Well may we wonder. 


There is only one hope for the Oriental powderkeg—. 
Christ and His Way of Life. In China and Japan poverty, 
both material and spiritual, is appalling. 


China’s 50 million displaced peoples, Japan’s dis- 
illusioned masses must be won for Christ or lost to anti- 
Christian forces. Lutheran World Action supports Chris- 
tian education, supplies the Word, brings physical relief. 


| | NORWAY | 


BALTICS 


We, as a nation, have been singly 
blessed with plenty whi'e others live in 
want. It will not long be our lot to bask 
in luxury’s sunshine while despair shad- 
ows the rest of the world. 


Soon or late, like the lad from Norway 
who stares from his snow-covered bog 
hut, the eyes of an impoverished hu- 
manity will haunt us—if we fail them 
now. 


A global sharing for a global need is Lutheran World Action’s appeal to the Lutherans of 
America. 


Cive generously—and often. Remember, sharing is a challenge for a lifetime. 


gh WOR CHRIST GAVE HIS LIFE—'WHAT WILL YOU GIVE ¢ 
E> 


a) Che More Abundant Life 
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A Soldier's Experience 


By JOHN T. LOVELESS, Jr. 


JOHN T. LOVELESS, Jr 


down the principal retail shop- 

ing street of Saint Louis. Only 
six days before, I had received my 
discharge from the Army and was on 
my way home. I had spent three days 
visiting an uncle who just at that time 
was celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of his ordination as a minister of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thoughts of 
that visit and celebration and thoughts 
of my arrival at home in less than 24 
hours occupied my mind more than the 
sightseeing and window-gazing that I 
ostensibly was doing during the sev- 
eral hours befo-e train time. 


Oi. day last Fall, I was walking 


So it was with much surprise that 
I heard my name called out in a city 
in which I had never before visited and 
in which, so far as I could recall, lived 
no one whom I knew. Turning, I saw 
a young man whom I at first did not 
recognize. “Loveless?” he repeated, and 
when I acknowledged my name, he 
continued with, “Bad Orb?”. And then 
I recognized him—a fellow prisoner- 
of-war whom I had not seen since our 
liberation six months before in Ger- 
many. 


His next words truly amazed me. 
“T shall never forget you, for it was 
you who turned me back to our Sav- 
iour and His Church.” A few minutes 
of conversation and we passed on, per- 
haps never again to see one another in 
this world. 


The beginning of that incident was 


not when I heard my name: called. 


Rather, it goes back twenty-odd years 
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to the time when I became a member 
of the Luther I-eague. There I learned 
to pray in public, to participate in ey- 
ery way in the League Services, to 
conduct a League Devotional Hou-. 
From the League’s program of Edu- 
cation, Missions and Life Service, I 
learned to know more about our 
Church, to do more to help spread the 
Gospel and to serve better our Sav- 
iour, His Church and my fellowman. 


On Christmas Eve, 1944, thousands 
of American soldiers, prisoners-oi-war, 
were being taken by box-car, by truck 
and by foot to Prison Camps in Ger- 
many. Less than a week before, they 
had been captured in the Battle of the 
Bulge. Hungry, cold, discouraged, they 
were. And yet, here and there among 
the men there was hope. It was 
Christmas Eve! Christ’s Birthday was 
here once again, with all that that 
means to a troubled world. 


Some one of the 58 men in the box 
car with me suggested that we sing 
some Christmas Carols. Soon a mighty 
chorus was swelling around us. For 
hours we sang, the music, to my ears 
at least, matching that of the Heaven- 
ly Host who sang long years ago, 
“Glory to God in the highest and on 
carth peace, good-will to men.” With 
the aid of priceless matches and cigar- 
ette lighters, I read the Christmas 
Story as recorded by Saint Luke. An- 
other of the men prayed. On Christ- 
mas morning, I read Saint Matthew’s 
account of our Saviour’s birth. 


In the afternoon of Christmas Day, 
we marched into the Prison Camp. 
How different from Christmases we 
had known before! And yet, that day 
was His Birthday. 

During the week, we were organ- 
ized in the Camp. We learned what 
it was to be a prisoner of war. 


On the following Sunday, our first 
of many in the Camp, and the last 
day of the year, many of us hoped 
that one of the Chaplains (five or six 
were with us) would hold a service 
which we could attend. But for some 
unknown reason, none of the Chap- 
lains was permitted to come to our 
barracks, which housed nearly 500 
men. As it was felt by a number of 
the men that some kind of religious 
service should be held, I was asked to 
take charge of it. How thankful I was 
that I had had my Luther League 
training! Hymns, prayer, a reading of 
Scripture and an address based on a 
League Topic I had used years ago, 
“God Calls Us,” comprised the Serv- 
ice, 


For several Sundays after that we: 
were able to have Services conducted | 
by a number of Chaplains and later, . 
after most of the officers had been} 
moved to another camp, the two Chap-: 
lains (one Catholic, the other Protest-: 
ant) who remained with us each had_| 
two Services on Sundays. In addition, , 
the Protestant Chaplain held a Bible: 
Class once a week. One of the bar- 
racks was set aside as a Chapel, an 
altar improvised and evergreens hung ' 
around the walls and from the roof’ 
supports. As we had no hynmals, we 
memorized the few hymns printed in 
the New Testaments some of us had 
and other hymns that some remem- 
bered. How beautiful was the music 
coming, each Sunday, from the 500-600 
men gathered to worship our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, Ruler of all mankind! To 
further minister to the spiritual needs 
of the men, a choir of about 25 was 
organized and their music added im- 
measurably to the beauty of our wor- 
ship. Their Service of Music on Good 
Friday was‘a fitting climax to their 
work. 


One day in the early part of Feb- 
ruary, our Camp was strafed, in er- 
or, by the RAF. Three of our GI’s 
were killed and 14 wounded. The 
whole Camp was shaken by the inci- 
dent. The barracks in which I lived 
was the only one that’ had no one 
either killed or wounded. That after- 
noon several of the men came to me 
and suggested that a prayer of thanks- 
giving be offered up to God for His 
mercy to us and suggested that I make 
the prayer. At night, just after the 
lights were put out, the barracks was 
called to order, the reason was stated, 
and the prayer was offered. The ef- 
fect was instant. The men as a whole, 
not merely here and there as hereto- 
fore, seemed to sense the nearness of 
God and the mercy and love He has 
for us. From that day on, until our 
liberation several months later, at the 
earnest request of the men a prayer 
was made every night. And from that 
grew, under the sponsorship of our 
Chaplain, a Prayer Circle in each bar- 
racks. 


One man dedicates his whole life to 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to all mankind. Another has only a 
few minutes, or hours, or days to 
preach. And that time may come when 
least expected and when unknown to 
him. But he who has only a few min- 
utes to preach by word of mouth does 
have his whole life to preach by his 
example. 


We cannot know always what results 
will appear by God’s Grace. But we 
can use our talents to the utmost as 
God has given them to us to tell the 
whole world of Jesus and His Love. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Dedicated July 3, 1938, on the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg 


Che Eternal Light 


Monument to Peace Gettysburg, Penna. 


Let us “join hands in one purpose, uniting spiritual vision and political wisdom,-and individual initiative with social 
obligation, for the safety and sanctity of our republic; for the rights of man and the majesty of the law; for the moral 
trusteeship of private property, public office, and social welfare: for the education of the young in the laws of life, the 
freedom of the truth, and the service of humanity; for the lifting of poverty, through self-help, to security, comfort, and 
nobility; for the holiness of the home and the altar; for a life more abundant, a liberty more responsible, and a happiness 


more abiding.” 
—Joseph Fort Newton 


Let us think of this monument not only as a symbol of a united nation but of the one world 
which anxiously waits the ways of peace and dedicate ourselves anew as a nation to world peace. 
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GENESEE VALLEY DISTRICT 
OF NEW YORK STATE 
CONTRIBUTES $500 TO NEW 
MISSIONARY PROJECT 
When Dr. Franklin Clark Fry made 
plans last fall to visit Europe, he did so 
with the view of returning with in- 
formation that would inspire Luther- 
ans of America to do their utmost to 


help their stricken brethren in war- 
torn countries, 
Early in October the Luther 


Leaguers of the Genesee Valley Dis- 
trict, which centers about Rochester, 
N. Y., caught the vision—would it be 
possible for Dr. Fry to come to 
Rochester upon his return so that 
by his experiences he might help 
Lutherans in the Rochester area to ex- 
perience the opportunity of aiding 
Europeans through the Luther League 
of America? Yes, it was possible, for 
after many anxious weeks the reply 
came that gladdened the hearts of 
these Leaguers, for Dr. Fry was to 
come to Rochester on January 27th— 
Missionary Sunday—and would speak 
at a service sponsored by the Lutheran 
Pastoral Association of Rochester and 
the Genesee Valley District. 


On Missionary Sunday night, 1600 
people crowded the largest church 
auditorium in Rochester, the Baptist 
Temple Auditorium. They heard Dr. 
Fry tell of his personal witnessing in 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Finland, Nor- 
way, and Germany; of seeing countless 
hundreds of wandering, homeless, 
poorly-fed and clothed Europeans who 
needed our help, which help if given at 
once, could save some people for the 
Church and for a better world. 


An offering was taken and after ex- 
penses for arranging and conducting 
the service were deducted, a pleasing 
amount of $459 remained. However, 
the District Leaguers felt that $500 
would be a more appealing amount to 
send, so they took from their District 
treasury’s general funds the difference 
of $41 so they could send $500 as part 
of the Luther League of New York 
State’s contribution to the new Luther 
League of America Missionary Project. 


The Luther Leaguers were also 
proud to share in this service to the 
extent of receiving the individual banks 
that District Leaguers had been filling 
since November 4th. The banks re- 
ceived at that service amounted to over 
$244, which added to over $100 already 
collected for the Golden Anniversary 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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SOUTH SHORE DISTRICT 
NEW YORK STATE LUTHER 
LEAGUE RE-ORGANIZED 


One of the casualties of World 
War II was the former South Shore 
District Luther League of New 
York State. Once a very active or- 
ganization, the time came when the 
circumstances of the times were too 
much for it and it succumbed. The 
transportation difficulties and the 
progressive withdrawal of both 
young men and young women for 
all types of military and _ special 
civilian service in war time were the 
real causes for the demise of the 
once active district. 

Now that the war is over, the 
leaders saw the wisdom of re-or- 
ganizing for more aggressive Luther 
League work in the area covered by 


(Continued on Page 21) 


Clarence C. Dittmer, Former President, Luther League 
a rtmercea, Gecomes Wt. E. Ut. Treasurer 


Mr. Clarence C. Dittmer, well-known New York Synod layman and former 
treasurer and later president of The Luther League of America, was recently 
elected to the important post of treasurer of the Missionary Education Move- 
ment in which forty-odd Protestant denominations cooperate in the preparation, 
printing and distribution of materials for missionary education of children, young 


people and adults. 


_Mr. Dittmer was president at the time the practice of adopting missionary 
projects was adopted. It was largely his inspiration which put over the largest 
project ever undertaken and successfully completed. More than $30,000 was 


raised for Andhra Christian College, India. 


OFFICERS’ GROUP, SOUTH SHORE DISTRICT 


_ Left to Right—Rev. Frank Nickel, 
Corresponding Secretary ; 


Kreider, Treasurer; 


Alvin H. Schaediger, 


Olga Huppert, Recording Secretary: Jean Zetzer 
Bob Wolpert, President; Betty Boll Zer, 


Foster, Vice-President; Helen 


President of The Luther League of America. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
IN UNNAMED SUBURBAN 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK, 
ORGANIZES LUTHER LEAGUE 


Lying about mid-way between Syra- 
cuse and Liverpool, an area, unserved 
by any church, was discovered by Rey. 
John H. Dudde, D.D., about ten years 
ago. Pastor Dudde attempted to meet, 
in part, the spiritual need of the com- 
munity by organizing a Sunday School. 


Since that time the general condition 
of the community has changed con- 
siderably. Many small individual homes 
have gone up and now there is a large 
housing development taking shape 
rapidly. There seemed to be not only 
the need for the service of the Sunday 
School among these people, but need 
for the organizing of a Church. So a 
church was organized. The name 
chosen for the new congregation is 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


When the mission had but fifty mem- 
bers and forty pupils in Sunday School 
it was decided to organize a Luther 
League. There were 17 persons present 
for the first meeting. The suggested 
constitution for a Luther League in a 
congregation was adapted to local use 
and interested young persons were en- 
couraged to become members of the 
Sunday School and congregation if 
they wanted to share in all the privi- 
leges of the organization. The attend- 
ance at League now is upwards of 25. 


Rey. Arthur R. Seyda, Board Mis- 
sionary of American Missions, assists 
Dr. Dudde in the work of this grow- 
ing field, which they both believe holds 
considerable promise for the days 
ahead. 


Pastor Seyda reports that though 
they must still meet in a rather unat- 
tractive store, which has been adapted 
to the uses of a chapel and must also 
serve all the educational and fellow- 
ship needs of the group, attendance and 
interest are growing. Commenting upon 
the good attendance of the member- 
ship Pastor Seyda asks, “What is there 
that attracts these young people?” He 
answers his own question in part when 
he writes, “Our young people and the 
young people of our little community, 
as yet unnamed, are finding the fellow- 
ship they need in the Church. The 
Church is the only social organization 
in the community.” 


Pastor Seyda acknowledges the in- 
debtedness of his Luther League to the 
persistent and enthusiastic activities of 
Bill Heimlich, a gifted young leader of 
youth. All of the work, however, is 
done under the guidance and inspira- 
tion of Pastor Dudde, who has given 
it his most careful attention from its 
beginning as a mission Sunday School 
ten years ago. 
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New Luther League Group, Christ Church, Suburban Syracuse, New York 


CSENESEE VALLEY 
(Continued from Page 20) 
Fund through other offerings and pro- 


jects, made possible a contribution of 
+355 by the District toward New York 


State’s quota. A most notable effort 
was mace by st. John’s League of 
Rochester, whose banks contained 


$121.16, as against a quota of $33 as- 
signed by the State League. Vera Al- 
brecht Sharp is president of this 
League, and was also ciairman of tne 
District's Golden Anniversary Fund 
project. 


It is interesting to note that these 
two contributions brought the Dis- 
trict’s Missionary Fund contributions 
to just $5 short of $1,000 within a 
year, for on February 17th last year 
$100 was contributed to New York 
State’s own missionary project, $500 
for St. Paul’s Lutheran Negro congre- 
gation, New York City (described in 
the February issue of “The Luther 
League Review”) and an additional 
$40 was contributed by the District to 
the same project on May 9th, 1945. On 
February 9th of this year, at a State 
Executive Committee Meeting, the two 
checks amounting to $855 were turned 
over to the State League by the Dis- 
trict League, which thus raised its Mis- 
sionary Project contributions to $995. 


In addition to this activity, within 
the year of 1944, the first half of the 
Luther League of America’s last bi- 
ennial project, the District contributed 
£100.69 to the Deaconess Library Fund. 


This District is truly happy and 
proud of these achievements in ad- 
yancing the Luther League’s Mis- 
sionary program, but would be the 
ha pier if these results were but a 


goal for others to also achieve. 
—Clarence L. Neun 


SOUTH SHORE DISTRICT 
NEW YORK STATE LUTHER 
LEAGUE RE-ORGANIZED 


(Continued from Page 20) 


this group. Taking their inspiration 
from the recent series of Rallies and 
Workers Conferences held on the 
territory of the New York Synod, 
the initial rally was held last fall 
at Bay Shore, L. I. Re-organization 
was effected on January 13 when a 
meeting for the purpose was held 
at St. Stephen Church, Hicksville, 
N. Y., of which Rev. Frank Nickel 
is the pastor. 


The special guest on this occasion 
was Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, Presi- 
dent of The Luther League of 
America, who brought a devotional 
message and installed the officers of 
the newly organized district. 

The following persons were elected 
to the several offices: President, 
Bob Wolpert, Bay Shore, N. Y.; 
Vice-President, Betty Foster, Mer- 
rick, N. Y.; Recording Secretary, 
Olga Huppert, Baldwin, N. Y.: Cor- 
responding Secretary, Jean Zetzer, 
Bay Shore, NewY.; Dreasurer, Helen 
Kreider, Hicksville, N. Y. 


Twenty-one 


Young People s Topics For May 


those 18 years old and over, 


quarterly, is now printed in this place. 
School group. The Intermediate Quarterly H 


PLEASE NOTE! Luther League workers wee are now ; 
xplanation of where the topics study materials are now 1 
oe rae oes both the basic and the supplementary material, 


enewing their activity after a period of inactivity will 
o be une: All of the material for Young People, 
which was formerly published in the old 


The New Senior Quarterly carries the material prepared for the Senior High 


elps carries all the material for Intermediates. 


TOPIC STUDY FOR MAY 5 » » » 


II after Easter 
THE TIME IS NOW—LIFE SERVICE DAY 


Romans 12 


By Rev. J. W. Frease, Philadelphia, Pa. 


® Preparation: 

A Special service is available for this pro- 
gram. There are programs available for the 
asking, too. Enough of these may be had to 
give a copy to every Luther Leaguer. 

To obtain these materials write to The Lu- 
ther League of America, Suite 405, 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 7, Penna. 

The materials which follow are supplementary 
to that which is in the special program. 


@ Program 
Opening Meditation: 


In this hour of Worship 
Grant Thy presence, Lord. 

Here, the world forgotten, 
Feed us on Thy Word. 

From our sins and sorrows 
Here we seek release 

Of Thy love persuaded, 
Find the path of peace. 


Hymn: “O Worship the King” 
Scripture: Romans 12 
Hymn: “Just As I Am, Thine Own To Be” 
Words and music were published in the 
pamphlet, “A Promise With a Privilege.” 
Your pastor may have a copy on hand. 
@ The Topic 
This is Life Service Day throughout 
the Luther League of America. This 
means that there are certain definite 
things which ought to command our 
attention to-day. The Life Service De- 
partment of our organization gives the 
following: 


(245 PSH) 


Aims for Life Service 


To create an appreciation of the value 
of life. 

To direct the thought of Luther 
Leaguers to the worth of a God- 
planned life. 


To encourage Luther Leaguers to plan 
their lives carefully—taking into con- 
sideration God’s plan and man’s need. 


To inspire those who have the proper 
talents to enter the ministry, dia- 
conate, mission field, parish work or 
some other kind of full-time service 
in the church. 


To give vocational and avocational 


guidance. 

To stir up in our young people the de- 
sire to serve the Master in their lei- 
sure time in whatever capacity it is 
possible. 


Twenty-two 


Service for Seniors Now 


Let us also think of Life Service Day 
as a time when we will consider how 
we, as Senior Luther Leaguers, can 
serve the congregation of which we are 
a part, beginning now. This day re- 
minds us also that a person can 
and must serve God through the pos- 
sessions he has. Some of these posses- 
sions are in the form of the ability to 
sing (choir), to work with our hands 
(making things for the church) and 
many other things that you can men- 
tion. Some of these possessions are in 
the form of money which we can share 
for the support of those who can give 
their full time to church work. Some 
of these possessions are in the form of 
clothing we have out-grown which we 
can give to those who do not have 
warm or good clothing. 


How Life Service Looks to 
These Present Day Workers 


The special program prepared for 
to-day’s meeting gives us pictures of 
early church service in our country 
and how our Church began its overseas 
mission program. Let us look at some 
folks who are serving now. 


I, Dr. George W. Nicely, pastor of 
Grace Lutheran Church, Dover, Ohio, 
writes: 


A desire to enter the Gospel ministry 
came to me upon graduation from the 
high school, but the venture seemed 
rash, I had no money with which to se- 
cure an education. Then another educa- 
tional opportunity came to me. An in- 
fluential citizen volunteered to secure 
for me an appointment to the West 
Point Military Academy. My answer 
was: “No, I'll find a way to enter the 
army of my Lord.” One year later the 
way opened. 


When I was graduated from college, 
I was again without funds to pursue 
my preparation for the Ministry. Then 
because of some athletic prowess two 
universities through loyal alumni, of- 


fered to finance my education for post 


graduate work in either medicine or 


law in their respective institutions. 
They persisted. Again the answer was 
no, and again I went back to work for 
more than a year to secure funds be- 
fore I could enter upon my theological 
studies—all “for the joy that was set 
before me.” Then came three years on 
the mount of privilege. in a time hon- 
ored theological seminary. Hard upon 
the heels of this period of preparation, 
twenty years in the work of the Gospel 
ministry, in a world of exacting reality, 
have followed. Would I do it again? 


There are two contests which thrill 
me to the fingertips, the game of foot- 


_ball and the bigger game of putting 


across the program of Christ. I love 
my vocation. There is no joy compar- 
able in my life to that of being an 
ambassador of God in bringing folks 
to relate themselves to the Kingdom 
of God through the agency of The 
Church. 


There is no opportunity in the world 
for a man who loves men and who 
loves the Son of Man like the ministry. 


II. A former missionary to China be- 
came the pastor of one of our large 
congregations during the war. After a 
brief service in this pastorate he was 
called by the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions to return to China. It meant 
leaving his family in the States. As he 
prepared to leave for China he wrote: 


Only a compelling call can induce a 
pastor to leave a joyful ministry in a 
responsive congregation. An invitation 
from the Board of Foreign Missions to 
help in the rehabilitation of our work 
in China has resolved itself into an in- 
sistent conviction for me. Just as one 
cannot say “no” to the physical and 
spiritual needs of one’s own children, 
so it would be impossible for me to re- 
fuse help to beloved Chinese Christians 
in re-establishing the work of the 
church in their land. I now rejoice in 


the prospect of an early return to 
China. 


Ought we risk heavy investments in 
China while the political situation there 
seems unstable? The answer is that the 
Christian movement never waits on po- 


litical or other kinds of stability. It 


thrives "where men’s spirits are restive. 
In China as elsewhere great spiritual 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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OIE STUDY-POR MAY 12 » « « 


III Easter “ 


HOW TO MAKE A CHRISTIAN HOME 
Ephesians 5 :21-33 


By Rev. Howard A. Kuhnle, Rochester, N. Y. 


® Preparation 


_ This topic is intended for those still look- 
ing toward marriage as well as for those young 
people who, having already entered upon the 
joys and responsibilities of married life, now 
need further guidance and encouragement. 


Plan to allow for the fullest possible dis- 
cussion of this topic. Invite the pastor or some 
other highly trusted leader and counsellor of 
young people to sit in as resource leader. Call 
upon him only when the discussion hits a snag 
or when fuller konwledge is desired upon some 
phase of the subject which is not treated here 
in sufficient length and detail. 


Arrange a display of devotional materials use- 
ful in planning a Family Altar program for our 
homes. This may be made as elaborate as de- 
sirable, even suggesting a simple altar which 
might be used at home. 


Secure as many of the books suggested as 
possible and have them on hand to pass around 
the group for reading. 


Use the suggested discussion questions as 
starters on the various items included in the 
topic. 
© Program 
Hymn: ‘Lord Jesus Christ (314 PSH) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 100 (Pg 14, PSH) 
Gloria Patri (Sung or said) 


The Lesson: Ephesians 5:21-23 (See the Good- 
speed translation) 


Prayer: Free prayer or Collect No. 42 
30, PSH eo 


_ Hymn: ‘My God! How Wonderful (191 PSH) 


The Offering: (Solo, ‘“(O Perfect Love,” 415 
in the Common Service Book) 


The Topic and its Discussion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn: “Now Thank We All (242 PSH) 


@ Questions for Discussion 


phen does the Christian home actually be- 
gin? 


Can there be a Christian home when the 
married deliberately avoid children? Explain 
fully your answer. 


_ Who. has the greater responsibility in _mak- 
ing the home Christian? Husband or wife? Can 
it be done by either alone? 


How can the husband-wife relationship best 
be described in the Christian home? 


What part does the Church have in making 
the home Christian? 


What effect does religion have in the home? 


Why are divided church loyalties not best 
for the family? 


What is the one thing which is liable to give 
the most trouble in home making? Propose a 
solution. Build a model budget on the basis 
of the average salary earned in your group. 


How can the pastor help before and after 
marriage in making the homes of his young 
people truly Christian? 


@ The Topic 

This topic is grounded in the funda- 
mental assumption that Christian young 
people, ready to be married, and Chris- 
tian young people who have married 
are eager for continuous encourage- 
ment from their Church so that they 
make the very most of their marriage. 
Let us think of this topic as the 
Church’s attempt to give the kind of 
help which is necessary and desirable. 


The Relationship in Marriage? 
We go to our scripture lesson for an 
authoritative answer. Two verses from 
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this passage are quoted in the Order 
for Marriage—25 and 22 in that order. 
The injunction to the bridegroom is 
given first, then that to the bride. (This 
is one time when ladies are not first. 
One wonders if there is not more im- 
plied in the order followed by St. Paul 
than is generally recognized today.) 


The letter to the Ephesians is one 
largely concerned with the unity of the 
Church. It deals with the relationship 
of persons within its fellowship. In 
verse 21 the apostle sets forth the gen- 
eral principle which should obtain in 
the personal relationships of Christians. 
In the Goodspeed translation it reads, 
“Subordinate yourselves to one an- 
other out of reverence to Christ.” 
Then he proceeds to illustrate it with 
the relationships which exist between 
those in a Christian household. 


What, then, is to be the relationship 
between husband and wife? The best 
answer is expressed in the word ‘“mu- 
tual”. Each should be willing to do for 
the other what he expects the other 
to do for him, and neither should make 
extravagant and unreasonable demands 
upon the other. Yes, “mutual” would 
seem to be the best word to use in de- 
scribing this relationship. 


Well, then, what about verse 22 of 
the lesson? It reads, “Wives, submit 
yourselves unto your own husbands, as 
unto the Lord.” (Goodspeed uses the 
word “subordinate” here as in verse 
21.) Yes, it is submission, but not sery- 
ile obedience which is asked. It is obe- 
dience “unto the Lord” which is shown 
by such submission. Besides the mu- 
tual submission of Christians the one 
to the other, there is another reason 
why the wife is to submit unto her own 
husband, as unto the Lord. Verse 23 
gives that reason—‘‘For the husband is 
the head of the wife, even as Christ is 
the head of the Church.” The husband 
is the “head”, not the master. There 
must be a head to a household. That is 
the superiority of the husband. As 
Christ, the head of the Church, rules 
the Church by love, not force, so the 
husband is to rule his household, for 
which, as the head, he is responsible. 


Permanent 
The great distinguishing mark of 
Christian marriage is that it is to be 
permanent. It is to last for the dura- 
tion of the life of the partners to it— 
until God, through the hand of death, 
removes one of them from this earth. 


Apparently there are many persons 
these days who enter the bonds of ma- 
trimony with the idea that those bonds 
may be easily broken by divorce if 
things do not go just the way they 
want them to, and that they may then 
have another chance with another part- 
ner. That just is not Christian, not 
God’s way! 

In these days there are new stresses 
being placed upon the institution of 
marriage. Many entered upon the mar- 
riage relationship without a proper 
knowledge and understanding of their 
partners. Due to the war many were 
separated for a long time shortly after 
the ceremony, with each of the part- 
ners having different experiences, at a 
time when they needed to share the 
same ones. Even now, when the young 
men of our nation are returning from 
military service, there are too many 
rushing headlong into marriage in- 
stead of waiting until- they have had 
the opportunity to become acquainted 
all over again and can be surer of 
themselves. 


The example of Hollywood, both on 
the screen and in real life, influences 
many people in a negative manner. 
Their practice tends to destroy the 
ideal of permanence in marriage. But 
that is not Christian marriage, and 
Christians will avoid it as they would 
a plague. Christians get married to 
stay married and give up that ideal for 
themselves only under the most extra- 
ordinary circumstances—adultery or 
malicious desertion on the part of the 


partner. 
Religion 
Religion, among many other things 
that might be said about it, can be an 
influence to make the marriage “more 
stable’ or to make it “less stable.” 


When a couple has real religion it 
will draw them together and help them 
in the solution of their problems and 
thus make their marriage more stable. 
This is best illustrated when both peo- 
ple have a common religious back- 
ground, when they are members of the 
same congregation, and when they wor- 
ship and work together in the same 
church. To be sure, happy marriages 
do result sometimes where such ideal 
conditions do not exist. 


On the other hand, religion can make 
a marriage “ less stable” if the couple 
comes from dissimilar religious back- 
grounds, if they are members of widely 
differing communions (the best ex- 
ample would be the marriage between 
a Catholic and a Protestant), and if 
they worship and work in different 
churches. The solution, all too often 
when such conditions exist, is that one 
drops out of his church and lets the 
whole responsibility for religion in the 
family be borne by the other member. 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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LORS Der OR MAY 19->» > > 


IV Easter 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN SUMMER 


Galatians 


6:7-10 


By Rev. James E. Bristol, Philadelphia, Fa. 


® Preparation 


The following methods of 
topic may be employed: 

(1) Talks by young people with past ex- 
perience—perhaps from other churches. 

(2) Panels, by same or by members of the 
group. 

(3) Skits—dramatization of 
work campers. 

(4) Visits to community centers, poor neigh- 
borhoods, mental hospitals, prisons, poor rural 
areas (sharecroppers, etc.), or national and 
racial groups where young people can see ex- 
ample of what is needed. Fascinating trips can 
be arranged. 


presenting this 


experiences of 


(5) Motion pictures. Contact | American 
Friends Service Committee, 20 South 12th 
Street, Philadelphia, 7, Pennsylvania. 


Note: An extended Bibliography of pertin- 
ent reading material on this topic may be had 
by writing to Luther League Headquarters and 
requesting it. A List of Summer Work Camps 


and Projects for 1946, all save one non- 
Lutheran, may also be had by requesting it. 
Additional Illustrative Material, besides that 
which is included in the development of the 
topic itself, may be had for the asking. 

® Program 


Introductory Prayer: O God, we find Thee 
in the hearts of common folk striving for 
bread, for freedom, and for human brother- 
hood. As we share their struggle and bear 
our part in the danger and the suffering, we 
meet Thee face to face, for Thou art in the 
midst of them. 


—‘“Prayers for Self and Society”, 
James Myers, Association Press, 
New York City 


Hymn: ‘“‘O Master, Let Me Walk” (288 PSH) 
Reading: 


“HEADLINES ON A STREET CAR” 


“More Than a Score of Miners Doomed 
The Cause Exploding Gas. 

The Wreckage Holds Them Fast Entombed 
They Cannot Pierce the Mass.” 

I turned the page, with pity sick, 

And heard a fat man say: 

“Why do these striking miners kick? 
They get ten bucks a day!” 


—‘The World Tomorrow” 
Kenneth W. Porter 


Solo: “We Build With Thee—Purd E. Deitz 
(Tune— Finlandia’’) 


We would be building; temples still undone, 

O’er crumbling walls their crosses scarcely 
itt ; 

Waiting till love can raise the broken stone, 

And hearts creative bridge the human rift; 

We would be building, Master, let Thy plan 

Reveal the life that God would give to man. 


Teach us to build; upon the solid rock 

We set the dream that hardens into deed, 

Ribbed with the steel that time and change 
doth mock 

The unfailing purpose of our noblest creed; 

Teach us to build; O Master, lend us sight 

To see the towers gleaming in the light. 


O keep us building, Master, may our hands 

Ne’er falter when the dream is in our hearts, 

When to our ears there come divine com- 
mands 

And all the pride of sinful will departs; 

We build with Thee, O grant enduring worth 

Until the Heavenly Kingdom comes on earth. 


Prayer: (In unison) 


Guide, protect and inspire, our heavenly 
Father, all those who learn and labor truly 
to get their own living; 

For men who face peril, 

For women who suffer pain, 

For those who till the earth, 

For those who tend machinery, 
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For those who strive on the deep waters, 
For those who venture in far countries, 


For those who work in offices and  ware- 
houses, 

For those who labor at furnaces and in fac 
tories, 

For those who toil in mines, 


For those who buy and sell 

For those who keep house, 

For those who train children, 

For all who live by strength of arm, 

For all who live by cunning of hand, 

For all who control, direct or employ, 

For all who enrich the common life through 
art, and science, and learning, 

For all who guide the common thought, as 
writers or as teachers, 

For all who may serve the common good as 
pastors, physicians, lawyers, merchants, and 
for all social workers, leaders, and states- 
men, we beseech Thee, Amen. 


—‘The New Hymnal for American Youth) 
(Appleton-Century, New York) 


Hymn: ‘Rise Up, O Men” (289 PSH) 

Scripture Lesson: I Corinthians 12 :12-27 

Prayer: God, Thou Father of us all, we praise 
Thee that Thou hast bound humanity in a 
great unity of life so that each must lean on 
the strength of all, and depend for his com- 
fort and safety on the help and labor of his 
brothers. We invoke Thy blessing on all the 
men and women who have toiled to build 
and warm our homes, to fashion our raiment, 
and to wrest from sea and land the food that 
nourishes us and our children. Grant us 
wisdom to deal justly and fraternally with 
every man and woman whom we face in the 
business of life. 


—‘‘Prayers of the Social Awakening,” 
Walter Rauschenbusch (Pilgrim 
Press, Boston) 


Announcements 
Offering 


Hymn: ‘Where Cross the Crowded Ways of 
Life’ (169 PSH) 


Reading: ‘Child of the Romans” 


The dago shovelman sits by the 
track 

Eating a noon meal of bread and bologna. 

A train whirls by, and men and women at 
tables 

gAlive with red roses and yellow jonquils, 

Eat steaks running with brown gravy, 

Strawberries and cream, eclairs and coffee, 

The dago shovelman finishes the dry bread 
and bologna, 

Washes it down 
water-boy, 

And goes back to the second half of a ten- 

_ hour day’s work 

Keeping the road-bed so the roses and jonquils 

Shake hardly at all in the cut-glass vases 

Standing slender on the tables in the dining- 
cars. 


— ‘Chicago Poems,’”’ Carl Sandburg, 
Henry Holt & Co., New York City 


railroad 


with a dipper from the 


Presentation of Topic 
Discussion of Topic 


® Poem 
TO CALVARY 
Teach us, O Lord, true brotherhood 
In daily thought and deed, 
That we may tread with humble heart 
The path where Thou dost lead, 


Help us to spurn a life of ease, 
While brothers labor long 

In mill and mart to give us bread 
And labor without song. 


Cast from our hearts, O Lord of life, 
Our selfishness and pride, 

Help us to choose the toiler’s part, 
And suffer by his side. 


Give us the courage, Lord, to fight 
With Thee all greed of gold, 
To fight until Thy kingdom’s won, 
Thy kingdom long foretold. ; 


With vision clear and steadfast heart 

So let us follow Thee, 

E’en though it be that weary 

Which leads to Calvary! 

—Marion Dutton Savage. Copyright 1914 

by Survey Associates, Inc. From 
“Social Hymns of Brotherhood and 
Aspiration,” A. S, Barnes and Com- 
pany, New York City. 


road 


Prayer: O God, our Father, our souls are 
made sick by the sight of hunger and want 
and nakedness, of little children bearing on 
their bent backs the burden of the world’s 
work, of motherhood drawn under the grind- 
ing wheels of modern industry; and of over- 
burdened manhood, with empty hands, 
stumbling and falling. . . . Our Father, give 
us an ever truer sense of human _brother- 
hood; that with patience and steadfastness 
we may do our part in ending the injustice 
that is in the land, so that all may rejoice 
in the fruits of their toil and be glad in thy 
sunshine. Keep us in hope and courage even 
amid the vastness of the undertaking and the 
slowness of the progress, and sustain us 


with the knowledge that our times are in 
thy hands. Amen. 
—Helen Ring Robinson, in “Challenge 
and Power,” edited by Wade Crawford 
Barclay, The Abingdon Press, New 


York City 
The Lord’s Prayer 


Hymn: “Forth-in Thy Name” (335 PSH) 
Silent Prayer 


@ The Topic 
Do You Agree? 


Perhaps this discussion can best be- 
gin with a series of statements. 


1. The world of today is terrifyingly 
gripped by the dread of war. With 
World War II scarcely over the fearful 
possibility of World War III in full 
atomic dress haunts all men’s minds. 
The drift toward this third world con- 
flagration is everywhere too apparent. 


2. What is not apparent to many peo- 
ple (including many Christian people) 
is the tie-up between the “inevitability” 
of the coming war and our present eco- 
nomic system. The injustice, misery, 
poverty, exploitation, and despair that 
monopoly big business spawns are the 
very dragon’s teeth that will spring 
full-blown into the hideous harvest of 
a third world war. 


3. The relationship between the ap- 
proaching holocaust and the accepted 
patterns of racial segregation and dis- 
crimination, unsteady working condi- 
tions, inadequate housing for great 
groups of people, white imperialism 
throughout the world—this is not ap- 
parent to the great majority of church- 
going Americans. 

4. New Testament Christianity be- 
come operative in the lives of Christian 
people would so transform our eco- 
nomic system and so altar these ac- 
cepted patterns that the “inevitable” 
war simply would not happen. 


5. Unfortunately, three facts must be 
reckoned with: 


(1) Christian people by-and-large 
(as has already been stated) are not | 
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V after Easter 


MORE AND MORE LUTHERANS 
Mark 16:15-20 


By Rev. George W. Forell, New York City, New York 


® Preparation 


Try to obtain a large map of the world, a 
war map will do, and enter the number of 
Lutherans in various countries. This informa- 
tion can be found in the appendix of your 
-pastor’s Lutheran World Almanac. Indicate 
with different colors those countries where more 
than 90% are Lutheran, those where more 
than 50% are Lutheran, those where from 1% 
to 50% are Lutheran, those where less than 
1% are Lutheran. 


Every effort should be made to point out 
how the Lutheran sections of the world have 
suffered through the war. It is important to 
show that we all can do something to help 
World-Lutheranism. 


® Program 


Hymn: ‘Faith of Our Fathers” (139 PSH) 


Leader: Our purpose in this meeting is to 
learn more about World Lutheranism and 
try to understand the dangers and opportun- 
ities facing it. Let us pray for our Luther- 
an Church, that our Lord God would vouch- 
safe to defend it against all the assaults and 
temptations of the adversary, and to keep 


it perpetually upon the true foundation, 
Jesus Christ. 
Prayer: Almighty and Everlasting God, Who 


hast revealed Thy glory to all nations in 
pe Christ and the word of His truth; 
eep, we beseech Thee, in safety the works 
of Thy mercy, that so Thy Church, spread 
throughout all nations, may serve Thee in 
frue faith, and persevere in true confession 
of Thy Name; through Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, our Lord. Amen. 


Responsive Reading: Psalm 46 
| Gloria Patri: (Said or sung) 


The Lesson: Mark 16:15-20 

Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress’ (134 PSH) 

Presentation of the Topic: ‘More and More 
Lutherans” 

Discussion 

Otering 


Responsive Prayer: 


Leader: Merciful Lord, favorably receive the 
prayers of Thy Church that being deliv- 
ered from all adversity and error, it may 
serve Thee in safety and freedom. Especial- 
ly do we beeseech Thee for our brethren 
throughout the world; for those who have 
been suppressed into bitter bondage; for 
those who have lost their homes; for those 
who have become separated from their 
families; for those who have been de- 
ported, exiled or driven out; for the 
hungry and the naked; and for all others 
who need our prayers. 


Response: O Lord, hear their cry, and de- 
liver them speedily out of all their af- 
flictions. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Closing Hymn: ‘‘Lord, Keep Us” (121 PSH) 


® The Topic 
Often when canvassing for the 
Board of American Missions of the 
Wee © AS. I wwascasked, “Hor what 
churck do you work?” Once when I 
| answered “The Lutheran Church,” a 
lady in a small Kentucky town asked 
me, “Lutheran? Is that a branch of 
the Baptists?” 
_. There are many people in our coun- 
try who do not know that the Luther- 
an Church is the largest Protestant 
group in the world. And many Luth- 
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erans themselves are not aware of this 
fact or of the responsibility that it 
implies. 


Some Statistics 


According to the latest statistics 
available, there are an estimated 25 
million Methodists, 25 million Presby- 
terians, 20 million Anglicans, 20 million 
Baptists, and 5 million Congregation- 
alists—but 84 million Lutherans in the 
world. The great majority of these 
Lutherans live, not in America, but in 
Europe, especially in the north of Eu- 


rope. But there are Lutherans on all 
continents. 
Few of us associate Africa with 


Lutheranism—but there are approxi- 
mately 400,000 Lutherans in the Dark 
Continent, the majority of them living 
in the Union of South Africa (180,000) 
and on the island of Madagascar (120,- 
000.) However, there is no independent 
Lutheran Church in Africa. The work 
on this continent is sponsored by 15 
different mission societies. 


There are about 450,000 members of 
Lutheran churches in Asia. But the 
Lutheran adherents, i.e., people who 
are not actually members but would 
consider the Lutheran Church “their” 
church, are estimated at about 1 mil- 
lion. The great majority of the Asiatic 
Lutherans live in India (330,000). Yet 
there are Lutherans in China (42,000), 
Japan (5,000) and even Persia (1,000). 


Oceania also has some Lutherans. 
There are about 58,000 in Australia; 
100,000 on Java, and 180,000 on Su- 
matra. 


Besides the 300,000 Lutherans in 
South America (Brazil 220,000; Chile 
40,000 and Argentina 30,000) and the 
20,000,000 Lutheran adherents (5,000- 
000 members) in North America, there 
are 61,000,000 Lutherans in Europe. In 
some European countries Lutherans 
constitute more than 90% of the pop- 
ulation (Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 
Finland and Estonia); in others, they 
are a very small minority (France 300,- 
000, Switzerland 90,000 and Italy 20,- 
000). 


Lutheranism and the War 


Since many of the countries hardest 
hit by the war were strongly Luther- 
an, the war affected our church more 
than any other Christian group. Lu- 


therans were the first victims of the 
Soviet-Nazi treaty of 1939. Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania with about 2,- 
000,000 Lutherans were given to Russia 
as a result of this treaty. For many 
Lutheran pastors this meant death and 
deportation to Siberia. 


Not much later, Finland was at- 
tacked by Soviet Russia, and there fol- 


lowed a war that brought great suf- 
fering to the 3% million Lutheran 
Finns. Then Nazi Germany attacked 


Denmark and Norway. 6,000,000 Lu- 
therans live in these two countries. 


Meanwhile, Hitler and his Nazis per- 
secuted, jailed, and killed thousands of 
Lutherans in Germany. Pastors were 
forbidden to preach and congregations 
were led away by false pagan teach- 
ings. 

Orphaned Missions 


But the war not only did tremendous 
damage to the Lutheran Church in Eu- 
rope; it also harmed the great For- 
eign Mission work of all these church- 
es. The work of Norwegian, Danish 
and German Lutherans was suddenly 
“orphaned.” It was here that the Lu- 
theran church in America saved the 
day. Through Lutheran World Action 
we “adopted” these orphaned missions 
and helped them carry on. 


Lutheranism and the Peace 


When peace came, it meant free- 
dom for the Danish and Norwegian 
Lutherans. But not all Lutherans were 
as fortunate. Those of the Baltic coun- 
tries are still suffering under a for- 
eign yoke. Many have died, more are 
starving. Many are refugees in Swe- 
den, Denmark, and the American and 
British zones of Germany. The Lu- 
theran Finns have to rebuild a ruined 
country, and are in constant danger 
of losing the little freedom remaining 
to their tremendously powerful neigh- 
bor. They went through the winter 
short of food, fuel and clothing. 


The Potsdam decisions were espec- 
ially hard on Lutherans. While south- | 
ern Germany, where the population is 
largely Roman Catholic, was left in- 
tact, Lutheran eastern Germany was 
dismembered. The people of East Prus- 
sia, Pomerania, and Silesia, where more 
than six million Lutherans lived, have 
been driven out. Hundreds of thous- 
ands have been killed and starved, and 
almost by a miracle only thousands 
starved and froze to death last winter. 
Futhermore, we have reliable reports 
that Lutheran churches and inner mis- 
sion institutions have been turned over 
to Roman Catholics in these parts. In 
the part of Germany ruled by Russia, 
religious instruction in the schools has 
been outlawed and all Christian schools 
have been discontinued. The war is 
over, but Lutheranism is still suffer- 
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gains have been experienced during and 
following critical times. Well has G. 
K. Chesterton said that “Christianity 
concentrates on the man at the cross- 
roads.’ The hour for the Christian 
Church is now striking. 

The sacrifice and hardships of our 
courageous young people have made it 
possible to resume the work of Christ’s 
kingdom in China and elsewhere. May 
this only hope for the nations challenge 
similar sacrificés and devotion on the 
part of Christians everywhere. 

—‘The Lutheran” 


We quote two young women who 
have recently gone to serve as mission- 
aries, 

Marianna Bunger writes from Li- 
beria: 

Let’s Go! Young Christian girls and 
women be on the move! 


Know where you are going! 
Don’t let your life get in a rut! 
If you are a qualified doctor, nurse, 


teacher, linguist—answer the call of the 
Triennial Objective! 


Recently on a bush trip to our 
Kpelopelle Station at Dingshu, the cry 
for help was heart-breaking. People 
brought their boys and said in Native 
lingo: “I give you my boy. We want 
him to be a mission boy. We want him 
to hear the good news and become a 
Christian. We want him to go to 
school.” Other pleas that came to me 
were: “I beg you to come quickly. My 
little girl has the fever. My baby is 
sick, Can you help him? My woman 
has sores all over her legs and cannot 
walk, won't you help her.” 


These people are willing, eager, and 
ready to learn of Him and to be edu- 
cated. 


Let’s go! It is you and you at home 
who must answer the call. 


Ruth Myers, from India, says: 


I hope I shall grow to love India as 
I learn to know India. I pray that be- 
fore long I shall find my work and 
place in the life of India, and happiness 
in relationship with her people. 


III. There are many opportunities 
for young women to serve as Deacon- 
esses. We all know of the work the 
Deaconess does in a congregation, Fol- 
lowing are some other ways young 
women are serving the Church after 
their training at the Baltimore or the 
Philadelphia Motherhouse. 


Recently Sister Dorothy Goff, who 
teaches at the Baltimore Motherhouse, 
was the first deaconess of our church 
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to go into the rural field. She went to 
a mid-west community and directed an 
educational program for six rural 
churches. 


Sister Eleanor Blumberg is the dea- 
coness for a whole synod. She helps the 
pastor who is president of the synod 
and she is Synodical Secretary of The 
Children of the Church. She teaches at 
the synodical summer camp, explains 
The Christian Growth Series—the new 
series of Sunday School lessons— 
throughout the synod, and does other 
things like that. This is such a new job 
that Sister Eleanor has to do a little 
experimenting as she goes along, but 
then she says that deaconesses ought 
to be pioneers. 


A number of deaconesses are nurses, 
too. They receive their training at the 
big Lankenau Hospital in Philadelphia. 
Some of them serve there. Others use 
their skill in many other places. 


I imagine their knowledge of nurs- 
ing comes in very handy at many of 
the jobs they do. Take Sister Anna 
Melville for example. Sister Anna is 
the headworker at Haverford Center, 
our Lutheran Center for negroes in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Let me 
read you what she says about an ordi- 
nary day in Haverford Center: ‘“Sup- 
pose I take you through an ordinary 
day with me. Each day from 9 A. M. 
until noon I spend with our pre-school 
children. . . . The children are learn- 
ing to play together, to sing, and are 
told simple forms of our Bible stories. 
Most of them hear the stories for the 
first time. ... We meet with the par- 
ents ofithese children monthly to help 
them with their children’s problems. 
After lunch it might be a Baby Clinic 
IDEN 6 3 


Today’s Challenge 


There aren’t enough ministers, there 
aren't enough deaconesses, there aren’t 
enough religious workers. 


Here’s something to think about. 
Where is the Church to look for these 
needed workers? To us. To Lutheran 
young people. That’s right. It’s up 
to us. 


For MAY 12 
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A potent factor in the strengthening 
of the home from within is the faithful 
use of family devotions. Numerous 
helos are available, although the Bible 
itself is always basic. (Have someone 
prepared to tell of his or her exper- 
ience in this respect. Have a display of 
Family Altar helps on hand.) 


Religious pictures, mottoes, calen- 
dars, etc., can also help in adding tox 
the Christian atmosphere of the home. 


Sex 


A tremendous emphasis on the mat- 
ter of sex has been made in the lastt 
quarter-century, largely, it would seem, , 
on account of the writings of Freud.. 
Some people even get the idea thatt 
sex is the main thing in successful mar-- 
riage. Surely, young people about to) 
be married ought to know as much); 
about sex as possible, but it should nott 
be unduly emphasized. The best solu-- 
tion is to get some sane book on sex: 
and read it together. (See the books; 
listed at the end.) If further informa-. 
tion is desired, or something is not 
clear, consult the pastor or the family 
physician at the time the physical ex- 
amination, required by law in many 
states, is made prior to marriage. The 
married should be patient and persist- 
ent in working out this delicate rela- 
tionship and should seek qualified coun- 
sel when needed. 


In our scripture there is somewhat 
indirect reference to the matter of sex 
in verses 28, 30 and 31. Paul in his 
First Letter to the Corinthians (Chap- 
ter 6:12 to 7:7) deals more explicitly 
with this important matter. (See Dr. 
John Schmidt’s article in “The Luth- 
eran” of December 26, 1945, for an 
excellent presentation of the matter). 


Following up on the idea of how a 
husband is to love his wife, the lesson 
—in the words of the Goodspeed trans- 
lation—reads, “That is the way hus- 
bands ought to love their wives—as if 
they were their own bodies; a man who 
loves his wife is really loving himself, 
for no one ever hates his own person, 
but he feeds it and takes care of it, just 
as Christ does with the church, for we 
are parts of His body. Therefore, a 
man must leave his father and mother 
and attach himself to his wife, and they 
must become one.” There is literal 
truth in this idea because in the in- 
timacy of marriage husband and wife 
are one flesh. The fleshly union of 
husband and wife in Christian marriage 
is holy, not sinful, a fact which also 
needs to be made clear today. There 
is more to sex in marriage than can be 
seen. It involves far more than the 
merely physical but the whole person 
of both parties. 


Family 

People about to get married ought to 
realize that they are establishing a new 
family, but that no family is really-com- 
plete which deliberately has no chil- 
dren. There are many people who do 
not have children of their own who 
would like to have them. Adoption of 
a child may be the solution for them. 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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The normal home is one into which 
children are born in due course. 


When God gives children, they make 
the family and the home complete. 
They create another natural bond be- 
tween husband and wife. The proper 
care and training of their children gives 
parents their greatest task. The truly 
Christian husband and wife will intel- 
ligently plan the birth of their children, 
will not neglect the care of them after 
birth, and will make the wisest possible 
provision for their upbringing, giving 
due attention to their mental and spiri- 
tual development as well as their phys- 
iealecate: 


Finance 


More quarrels between married peo- 
ple start over the subject of money 
than over any other topic. It is not 
possible here to give specific advice on 
how to spend money—so much for 
shelter, food, clothing, entertainment, 
church, charities, etc.—but one thing it 
is possible to say—live within your in- 
come. That is possible, no matter how 
great or low one’s income may be. 


A pertinent illustration is found oc- 
casionally in newspapers telling how 
the guardian of some wealthy orphan 
applies to the courts to have the “poor” 
child’s allowance increased from, say, 
$25,000 per year to $40,000, because it 
is impossible to live on the smaller 
amount. 

Live Within Your Income, whatever 
it may be, and give proportionally to 
the work of Christ’s Kingdom. 


Caution 

There are several miscellaneous 
items which may well be gathered un- 
der the one heading of “cautions”. 

Are the newly-engaged couple com- 
patable in temperament? They do not 
have to be the same, but this matter 
cannot be overlooked. It is most diff- 
cult indeed to reform anyone, although 
some people enter matrimony with such 
an intention. 

Do you expect perfection? You aren’t 
likely to get it on this earth. 

Misunderstandings are bound _ to 
arise. Human nature is that way. 
Learn both to forgive and to forget. 

Disappointments? We're never pre- 
pared for them, but they are bound to 
come! This is one of the things you 
simply have to take. 

Sarcasm? Cutting remarks? They dig 
deep. They irritate. Little wounds be- 
come big when “prodded and probed 
with sarcasm. Studiously avoid it. 
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The Ceremony 


The Christian home has its formal 
beginning on the day when two Chris- 
tion young people plight their troth 
before witnesses and their pastor sol- 
lemnizes their union in marriage by in- 
voking the blessing of Almighty God 
upon it. Two Christian young people 
will assuredly want their union to be 
solemnized by the Church. That means 
using the Church’s Order for Marriage 
and understanding what it means. 
Those about to be married should care- 
fully study that service under the di- 
rection of the pastor. 


Many pastors now provide those 
whom they marry with a booklet con- 
taining the order which they use. From 
year to year increasing numbers of 
couples seek to celebrate their multi- 
plying anniversaries by reading to- 
gether the order by which their union 
was solemnized. 


Future 


Your pastor is interested not only in 
performing the wedding ceremony but 
he is interested in helping you estab- 
lish Christian family life. One thing 
that he is likely to tell you privately 
is that you ought always to feel at 
liberty to consult him in any emergen- 
cy or trouble. 


Some people’s first thought when 
even a minor difference arises is to 
consult a lawyer. While there are many 
fine lawyers, yet there are also some 
who are only too willing—for a fee— 
to break the bonds of matrimony, 
rather than to tie them together again. 


Love 
‘The final word is that where there 
is proper Christian love, (“even as 


Christ also loved the church,” see text), 
all things can be overcome. If love is 
absent, it’s just about the most im- 
possible thing on earth to make a suc- 
cessful marriage. 


Moreover, after marriage, love should 
grow, so that it can become far deeper 
and better than an engaged couple ever 
expected! Marriage requires time to 
mature it. The testimony of those who 
have lived happily is that as they grow 
older their marriage becomes a richer 
experience. 


® Bible Readings 


Genesis 2:18-25. God makes woman and 
gives her to man that they may work together 
for themselves and for Him. The relationship 
between them is greater than that between par- 
ents and children. 

Exodus 20:12, 14. The Commandments pro- 
vide the most direct and the simplest of 
teachings on God’s way for parents, for chil- 
dren, for home and family life, and for stand- 
ards in marriage. God wants us to hallow all 
these relationships. 

Mark 10:2-12. Although in the time of 
Moses, easy practices were sometimes allowed, 


Christ sets up for His true followers the high- 
est possible standards. Christ’s authority is 
greater than that of Moses, as His standards 
are higher. 


Matthew 5:27-30. Men have had their 
laws, even from the most ancient times. Jesus 
saw through them and pierced through them 
to the underlying reasons for them. He is con- 
cerned not merely with externals, but chiefly 
with the heart. He wants to make the heart 
right in order to secure proper conduct. 


_ Luke 15:11-32. The parable of the pro- 
igal son, told by Jesus, shows not only the 
love which parents have even toward wayward 
children, but it emphasizes chiefly the love 
which our Heavenly Father has toward us, 
His sinful children. No matter how much we 
sin against Him, He is always ready to show 
His love to us. 

John 15:12-17. Christ’s love is the stand- 
ard for our love. It is the high goal toward 
which Christians should faithfully work. 


I Peter 3:119. Here is truly divine coun- 
sel from the leader of the apostles, first for 
wives, and then also for husbands. We do well 
to take heed to it. 
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“To Sign or Not to Sign’’—a pamphlet direct- | 
ed to Protestants who would marry Catholics 


For MAY 19 


(Continued from Page 24) 


Charles B. 


Sex’’—John Schmidt, 


aware of the relationships mentioned 
in Paragraphs 2 and 3. 

(2) Christian people by-and-large 
are not sensitive to the misery and 
suffering and need that are the day- 
to-day by-products of the patterns 
we so readily and unquestioningly 
accept. 

(3) New Testament Christianity 
concretely applied to the American 

scene is conspicuous today by its ab- 
sence. 
A Sign of the Awakening 
Fortunately, however, three other 
facts are operative in the present pic- 
(EERE 8 

(1) Some Christian people (as in 
every age) are very much aware of the 
conditions of which we have been 
speaking and keenly sensitive to the in- 
justice, the misery, and the heartache 
which they produce on so vast a scale. 

(2) These people actually believe in 
the religion of the New Testament and 
are taking very concrete steps and ad- 
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vocating extremely practical measures 
in order to apply that religion to the 
sore spots and tension areas in our 
society. 


(3) Their tribe is increasing today. 
The great body of believers that con- 
stitutes the Church is slowly but un- 
mistakably arousing from the slumbers 
that have kept its members so long 
oblivious to and unmindful of man’s 
continued inhumanity to man. 


One indication of this awakening is 
the growth of summer work camps for 
young people within a number of de- 
nominations in recent years. 


What Are They? 


Some years ago the Friends began 
pioneering with the idea of getting 
high school and college boys and girls 
to spend their summer vacations work- 
ing in an underprivileged community. 
In this way it was thought that these 
young people would learn as in no 
other way about the actual conditions 
(insufficient food for every member of 
a family, including the babies, miser- 
able housing, lack of decent clothing, 
no medical care and poor diet with re- 
sultant rapid spread of disease, no sani- 
tary facilities, lack of steady employ- 
“ment, etc.) in which millions of Amer- 
icans are living. They would discover 
here in the flesh-and-blood language of 
human misery what the injustice, and 
prejudice, and discrimination of our 
best and most respectable people ac- 
tually mean. Their sympathies would 
be enlisted on the side of the under- 
dog; they would be eager to change the 
patterns that were damning him and 
his loved ones; they would 
them! They would, moreover, come to 
know these people as human beings, 
not as some great impersonal group 
labelled “the masses’, but as men and 
women and boys and girls, with the 
same desires and loves and hopes and 
dreams as any other child of God, with 
the problems, joys, and sorrows that 
are the common lot of every man. And 
—just as important—these people 
would come to know them, too. They 
would work together on a project for 
the good of all in the community. They 
would leave the community with some 
permanent physical improvements. 
Most important, they would leave as 
friends of those who dwelt there. 


Far-visioned, deep-spirited people 
thought that all this might happen. 
And—it did in even greater measure 
than they thought possible. 
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What Do You Do? 


Perhaps a quotation from Harold A. 
Pflug’s account of his experiences as 
director of the American Friends Serv- 
ice Committee work Camp near Gray 
Ridge, Missouri during the summer of 
1942 will serve to bring us closer to 
earth and give us some of the flavor 
of a real camp situation. “The work 
campers began their first day’s work 
fencing in the community clothes line 
and the flower gardens .. . so that the 
recreation of the children would not 
further hinder community processes or 
beautification. The children and women 
who had not gone ‘cotton chopping’ 
looked on with wondering amazement 
at a dozen husky (yet physically soft) 
college students as they began their 
work with scythes, post-hole diggers, 
wheel-barrows, and shovels. By the end 
of the first morning a large group of 
older children and several older men 
from the community had joined in the 
work, and from that time on there were 
never enough tools to go around... . 


“After the dense overgrowth had 
been cut and the land cleared and 
leveled, the work shifted into the laying 
out and erecting of sand piles, base- 
ball fields, a croquet court, a volley 
ball court, horseshoe pits, and swings. 
This equipment made possible both 
daytime and evening recreation under 
the leadership of the work campers. 
Friendships between members of the 
community themselves as well as be- 
tween community and work campers 
began to grow on the basis of work 
and play together. 


“The work campers soon learned to 
know the families in the community 
and the individuals in the families. At 
the request of the community, leader- 
ship was given to 4-H Clubs, woman’s 
group, children’s story-hours, and many 
other recreational and group activities. 
The discovery gradualy dawned that 
work and the way the work campers 
ordered their life together, constituted 
‘a language’ which the families of the 
community could understand. 


“The community wondered consider- 
ably about this group of ‘Quackers,’ 
as one of them called us! (Actually the 
group, hailing from Massachusetts, 
New York, Ohio, Indiana, Oregon, 
Kansas and Missouri, represented 
Methodist, Unitarians, Disciples, Liber- 
al Jewish, and Evangelical and Re- 
formed Churches in their backgrounds, 
while only one was a Quaker.) They 
observed that the group got up before 
daylight; that after breakfast they wor- 
shipped in silence for half an hour be- 
fore going out to the fields; that they 
worked singing, and held discussions 


with the children as well as the adults 
of the community who worked with 
them. They observed that the campers 
did a bit of reading around the table 
after their hearty lunch and sang to- 
gether preliminary to their brief after- 
noon rest. The families of the com- 
munity soon learned to expect the 
campers to call sometime during the 
afternoon to help with the canning, 
splitting of wood, gardening, or just 
for friendly visits.” 


—From ‘Constructing Human Rela- 


tionships’? (“The Messenger,” Feb- 
ruary 9, 1943. Author, Harold A. 
Pflug.) 


Who Goes To Camp? 


An important feature of the summer 
work camp is that it brings campers 
closer not only to the community in 
which they are working and the people 
who live there but to each other as 
well. Campers come from varied back- 
grounds; some are rich, some are poor; 
some are colored, some are white; some 
are Jewish, some are Christian. But al- 
ways a real and very common bond of 
fellowship develops as the summer’s 
task progresses. A report of the first 
Farm Fellowship Work Camp, held in 
Connecticut in 1943 under the auspices 
of the Youth Division of the Greater 
New York Federation of Churches, is 
significant in this regard. 


“Young people are selected for 
camp,” it reads, “on the basis of their 
interest and fitness and not on their 
ability to pay. ‘From each accord- 
ing to his ability; to each accord- 
ing to his need’ has been the camp 
philosophy. Of the 37 campers who at- 
tended the first year, 15 were Jewish, 
2 Presbyterian, 1 Methodist, 2 Baptist, 
3 Lutheran, 3 Congregational, 2 Episco- 
palian, 2 Reform, 1 Catholic, and 2 
Spanish Evangelicals; 1 Japanese- 
American, 4 Austrians, 1 Swiss, 4 
American Negro, 2 Porto Ricans, 2 
Canadians and 4 Stateless. It has been 
found that different social and eco- 
nomic backgrounds are much less im- 
portant than other factors. All the 
campers had a chance to learn from 
each other and each shared in the work 
at camp and on the fields. Each had a 
chance to make his own particular con- 
tribution and pay his own way with no 
handicap or stigma of wealth or pov- 
erty hanging over him. As each sum- 
mer wore on and a few would return 
earlier to prepare for school, the loss 
of even the least popular was marked 
by all the group. The fellowship 
across all barriers which so often seem 
impassable, had become a poignant and 
tangible thing.” 


—From ‘The Farm Fellowshi Work 
Camp,” (‘International jousel as 
Religious Education,” January 1946. 
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What Good Does Camp Do? 


Further in the same report we read: 
“Coupled with their other activities in 
the camp and village,” the services they 
rendered in the community “widened 
the outlook and confidence of the 
campers. They have been challenged to 
think more about the purposes of the 
Fellowship, their own relationship to 
camp, and to consider what part Chris- 
tianity plays in the vocational, inter- 
racial, interfaith and social problems of 
the day. 


“The leaders of the Farm Fellowship 
Work Camp feel that until youth is 
helped to participate more effectively 
in the social, economic, and religious 
problems, and until camp programs 
reach into and coordinate with the 
family, the church and the community, 
camps are accomplishing but a fraction 
of the possibilities that this type of 
camping offers.” 


May I Go. Too? 


The work camp idea has certainly 
struck fire with youth and is here to 
stay. Camps administered by the Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee are 
located each year in centers of tension 
and social struggle and upheaval in 
various parts of the United States and 
Mexico. Other religious groups, both 
denominational and _ inter-denomina- 
tional, following the lead of the 
Friends, have in recent years estab- 
lished various types of work camps 
and work projects in widely diverse 
areas, both in the city and the country. 


One of the latest variations is found 
in the Student-in-Industry Project 
which will be held this year in Phila- 
delphia for the third straight summer. 
High school and college young people 
live together in a settlement house in 
one of the Quaker City’s most blighted 
areas. From this “base camp” they 
sally forth each morning to a regular 
full-time job in a Philadelphia factory 
or mill. They live on a co-operative 
basis, preparing and cleaning up all 
meals, taking care of all chores to- 
gether. Evenings and week-ends are 
spent in work in the community, learn- 
ing to know the conditions there and 
striving to be of genuine assistance in 
bettering them. Time is devoted as well 
definitely and specifically to group dis- 
cussion of problems that arise in the 
daily round of work. Quite frequently 
outside speakers are heard on some 


aspect of the international, economic, ’ 


social and political problems of the mo- 
ment. Individual attitudes and convic- 
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tions are honestly aired and quite as 
honestly examined and criticized by 
other members of the group. 


In Conclusion 


The work camp-action project ap- 
proach to the solution of our most 
vexing social and economic problems 
has so much to recommend it that it 
is really impossible to present a brief 
summary of its assets. It is, however, 
a valid and definitely-to-be-cultivated 
technique for Christian young people 
for at least the following reasons: 


(1) It takes religion out of the realm 
of theory and put it into actual practice 
among human beings, both as the 
campers relate themselves to the com- 
munity and to each other. 


(2) It is infinitely superior to the 
conventional summer camp and confer- 
ence as a means of arriving at Chris- 
tian truth. Living justice, fellowship, 
brotherhood, mercy, service, kindness 
is a far more effective way to lay hold 
of these qualities of the Christian life 
than being taught about them or dis- 
cussing them. 


(3) It also instructs us in economic 
and social matters far more adequately 
than we can be instructed in the class- 
room. We come to realize what con- 
ditions some people actualy have to 
live in; we understand what these con- 
ditions do to people, how they change 
them, twist them, rob them of initia- 
tive, and stunt their growth, not or'v 
physically, but mentally, morally, and 
spiritually as well. 


(4) It teaches us the value of man- 
ual labor which millions lost in the 
vastness of our super-duper machine 
age will never know. There is therapy 
and healing here for stream-lined 
nerves and minds and souls. Ponder 
that well. Manual labor is a great and 
gracious teacher at whose feet too few 
are sitting in this terrifyingly atomic 
age. 


(5) It is a most effective way—per- 
haps the most effective way—to make 
Christian young people aware of and 
sensitive to the hideous evils produced 
each day anew by our present social 
order. In work camps and on action 
projects they really ‘see behind the 
scenes”. Nor are they frustrated by 
the sight, for immediately they are en- 
gaged in righting the very wrongs they 
are discovering. 

Here is the way without peer to 
learn at first hand about many of the 
basic causes of modern war. Here is 
the technique for eliminating these 
causes from the bottom up. Here is 
one of the deepest, surest, soundest 
ways in which to work for lasting 
peace. 


® Bible Readings 


Ecclesiastes 5:8-13. The story is exactly the 
same in our day—the few growing rich from 
the toil of the many. And the condition is still 
completely wrong in our day! Christians must 
act——and very concretely—to correct it. ‘The 
profit of the earth is for all’’ (verse 9)—let’s 
make these words a reality! 


Matthew 25:31-46. It is indeed significant 
that service to the needy and underprivileged 
(including those in prison) forms the basis of 
distinction between the righteous and the un- 
righteous in Jesus’ picture of the final judgment. 
Bear in mind also that on that same basis we 
stand under the daily judgment of God (to say 
naught of the fact that it is our Master who 
suffers in the poverty and want of the masses 
today). 


Luke 10:25-37. Jesus gave no_ theoretical 
answer to the question, ‘““And who is my neigh- 
bor?” Religious people usually philosophize 
about such questions, but not Jesus! His reply 
was within the framework of a very concrete 
situation on a highway between Jerusalem and 
Jericho. Summer work camps, too, take religion 
out of the realm of mere discussion and bring 
it right down to real life situations. 


Matthew 11:2-6. Another question is put to 
Jesus, and again He answers in terms of real 
life situations. Jesus presented no _ doctrinal 
thesis to prove that it was He “that should 
come”; He simply told John’s disciples what 
He was doing to relieve human misery. Quite 
significantly it included preaching the gospel 
to the poor. Work camps do that in the lang- 
uage that is “louder than words’. 


Matthew 21:28-32. Again Jesus places the 
accent on performance as against profession, 
which is exactly the emphasis of the whole work 
camp philosophy. 


Matthew 20:25-28. Here in unmistakable 
terms is enunciated the principle of Christian 
service. The truly great are the servants. Jesus 
establishes the pattern for us. Surely there is 
no more Christ-like way to spend the summer 
than in work projects whose sole purpose is to 
serve a community and the people who com- 
pose that community. 


James 2:14-20. One of the tragedies of mo- 
dern Christendom is the manner in which the 
faith of Christian men and women is being 
constantly stifled because it never has a chance 
to express itself. Ultimately, of course, faith 
subjected to such treatment dies. A summer’s 
work among and for the underprivileged will 
prove a real “‘shot-in-the-arm” for the religious 
faith of all who undertake it. 
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ing terribly from the results of the 
war. 


Lutheranism at the Crossroads 


In this general turmoil of suffering 
and need, the Lutheran Church of Swe- 
den and North America stands prac- 
tically untouched. If Lutheranism is to 
survive this crisis, it will be largely 
through their efforts and_ sacrifices. 
America with its tremendous resources 
will have to become the “arsenal” of 
the Church. This time she will have to 
supply the world not with weapons of 
destruction but with physical and spir- 
itual help. We will have to send not 
only Bibles and Catechisms, but first of 
all vitamin tablets and shoes. If we 
fail in this task, there will not be 
“More and More Lutherans,” but Lu- 
theranism in Europe at least will 
sharply decrease. 


What can we do? First, we can help 
through the established organizations. 
Lutheran World Action will continue 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - - Total 6 
CANADA 

COLUMBIA DISTRICT 

CONNECTICUT - - - = = = Total 1 


First Church Young People’s Luther League 
BLORIDAS 9-5 = = = =) - = Total 1 
Christian Braren 
Memorialized by 
Trinity Luther League, Jacksonville 
GEO GIA-ALABAMA ee eee deo otal 
INBIGINKONES Ss 5 pS 6 oS a Bb Go Bioeth als) 
Fox Valley District Luther League 
Arelene Hansen 
Ann Schomogy 
Rey. Arnold Kaitschuk 
Mrs. Arnold Kaitschuk 
Janet Lee Kaitschuk 
Emily Arlene Kaitschuk 
Lorene Reichert 
Lucille Meyer 
Ruth Greve 
INDIANA 
IOWA, 
KANSAS (= =) 2-00 = = =e =" = 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE - - - 
Margaret Ficks 
By Bethany Luther League, Louisville, Ky. 
George Ficks 
By Bethany Luther League, Louisville, Ky. 
MANITOBA 
MARYLAND estou n= 1 ee 
Anonymous 
Anna Wastler 
Dorothy M. Brown 
Richard Ackler 
Mrs. Richard Ackler 
Sister Pearle N. Lyerly 
Claire Tucker 
Frances Miller 
Ruth Blackburn 
Immanuel Intermediate Luther League, 
Manchester 


-Total 7 
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MICHIGAN 
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Arnold Westerhold 
Memorialized by 
Wisner Young People’s Luther ‘League, 
Nebraska 
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Lt. Leonard Tunderman 
Memorialized by 
Zion Young People’s Luther League, 
Rahway 
Charlotte Meiburg 
Dorothy Steudel 
George Snowflake 
Dorothy Greenburg 
Lillian Stockhoff 
Ethel Katz 
Anita Schmidt 
Florence Wettley 
Julius Harting 
William Harting 
Dorothy Hon 
Ruth Sievert 
LeRoy Schoenberg 
Helen Schlindwein 
Helen Perry 
Hilda Perry 
Emma Schaefer 
Bergen District Luther League 
St. John’s Luther League, Englewood 
NEW OY. ORKG a=  ee Totaled 
NORTH CAROLINA (= -) = = = “Total! 1 
David Norman Owens 
By Holy Comforter Luther League, 
Belmont 
ONsPWOr oo a Ge Se a SB ee 
Andrew Dropk 
Mrs, Andrew Dropko 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


otal 1 


Total 1 


Total 28 
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William Ritter, E. Lansdowne 
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Immanuel Luther League, Norwood 
Betty Jane Greiman 
Rev. J. Elmer Leas 
L. R. Hobaugh 
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Tabor Luther League, Philadelphia 
Ruth Riley 
Alma Pacha 
Ruth Lind 
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Betty Zinser 
Paul Kennedy 
Elsie Jean Kennedy 
Gerald Doverspike 
H. Reese Snyder 
Geraldine Doverspike 
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St. John’s Luther League, Johnsonburg 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Coliene Shaffer, Aurora 
Set. Keith Selders 
Memorialized by 
Aurora Luther League 
WISCONSIN 
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IF YOU WERE A WAR WIFE... 
(Continued from Page 4) 


“Bobby-boy” may be so safe-guarded 
and supervised that he never has the 
opportunity to make any decisions for 
himself. The result will be that the boy 
will be utterly dependent and his per- 
sonality growth will be retarded. 


The long hours of loneliness make it 
easy for a mother to devote all her 
time and attention to the child, espe- 
cially when she is not employed outside 
the home. It is possible that a “war 
wife” may even neglect herself, With 
the return of her husband she may face 
the peril of transferring all her love 
and affection to him. She should be 
careful that each member of the family 
receives his proper share of her affec- 
tion. It is also most unwise for the 
“war wife’ to give her husband the 
impression that she can do without 
him, that she had to do without him 
during the war and now she can con- 
tinue to do so. 


“My job has given me a new free- 
dom. I feel more independent than I 
have ever felt in my life. It has always 
been such a struggle. I doubt if I can 
ever get used to living on the meager 
income we had before the war.’ This 
is doubtless the way some war-wives 
now express themselves after earning 
good money in defense jobs. 


No one cares to deny married women 
their rights. But women will find that 
such an attitude will run into a little 
opposition on the part of returned 
service-men. On the other hand, there 
will be many “war wives” who will 
gladly give up their so-called independ- 
ence for the greater freedom of their 
long-desired home life. Herein, too, lies 
a danger, for it is unwise to shift sud- 
denly large financial burdens to the 
shoulders of the returned service-man. 
As he becomes adjusted he will gladly 
assume his proper responsibility. Give 
him time to become accustomed again 
to civilian life, to become established in 
a good paying job, and to take his 
part as the husband and father of a 
family. 

Another hardship for some “war 
wives’ has been the necessity for 
breaking up their homes and going to 
live with in-laws. This has been for 
many ‘‘war wives” the only possible 
solution to keeping their families to- 
gether. This, too, has presented its 
difficulties for both the older and 
younger generations. It may prove:a 
blessing in disguise, for it is good for 
the generations within a family to learn 
to live together. 

Hats off to our “war wives!” The 
months of separation and hours of 
loneliness have been hard on them! It 
is a recognized fact that those who 
have been married for a number of 
years felt the necessities of separation 
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more than those who had just married 
during the war. The “war wives” found 
it more difficult to adjust to new situ- 
ations because they had a more definite 
pattern of family living from which 
they were torn. Their role has been 
tough, but they, too, have shown that 
become moody, restless, irritable, and 
they could be faithful to their mates 
and marriage vows. 


Help For Husbands and Wives 


For the returning veteran the govern- 
ment has set up many agencies to be 
of the maximum amount of service in 
aiding his complete and speedy adjust- 
ment to the demands of civilian life. 
If his education was interrupted by his 
war service, there is provision for his 
return to school or college with gov- 
ernment assistance. There are also nu- 
merous other benefits available. The 
so-called G.I. Bill of Rights is the doc- 
ument which sets forth these matters in 
detail. We would encourage all our 
young people to investigate the bene- 
fits to which they are entitled under 
the law and to make use of those they 
need 


Such matters are of much importance 
to “war brides’, “war wives” and their 
returning husbands. Perhaps of equal 
or even of greater importance, are the 
personal adjustments to home and fa- 
mily living on the part of the veteran. 
It may prove quite difficult for the war- 
torn, undomesticated husband to make 
the change over to normal home life. 
But difficult as it may be for him, it 
will be the more difficult for his wife. 
Anything which causes her husband 
distress of any kind will cause the faith- 
ful wife equally as much anxiety. They 
will both need to know that there is 
one person to whom they may turn 
with absolute confidence—their pastor. 
They should let him be their personal 
and family counsellor at all times. He 
is ready, willing, and able to give their 
personal problem an _ understanding 
hearing and to propose rational solu- 
tions. There is no finer friend than 
one’s pastor. 


Some returning husbands may come 
back home to congregations which have 
no pastor at present. The urgency of 
their personal and family need may not 
be able to await the time when a new 
pastor will assume the responsibilities 
of leadership of the parish. In such a 
case, they should give serious consider- 
ation to taking into their confidence a 
neighboring Lutheran pastor. He will 
be quite ready to help those from an- 
other parish under these circumstances. 
As service personnel were strongly en- 
couraged to talk over their problems 
with their chaplain, so we would just 
as strongly urge husbands and wives 
to talk over their difficulties with a 
pastor. 


Handicaps Must Be Faced Together 


The “war bride”, or “war wife’, may 
even have to face the ordinary prob- 
lems of normal adjustment within her 
family group or else special situations 
may have to be faced. For example, in 
some cases the husband will never 
come home because he made the su- 
preme sacrifice for his country. In still 
other cases the husband will come 
home seriously wounded, permanently 
crippled, or mentally and emotionally 
ill. 

Certainly the returning service man 
will bring with him some of the “army 
routine” and some of the military ha- 
bits he has formed. At times he may 
disillusioned. Perhaps he may be sar- 
castic, bitter and argumentative. He 
may not like budgeting. He even may 
not show as much affection and tender- 
ness as he did before he went away. 

In some instances, it will be necessary 
to decide whether the returned veteran 
will go back to the old job, get a new 
job, or even go to college. He may quit 
his job and want to try something 
else. He may become disgusted with 
labor and industry. with politics, with 
school, with church, and even the home. 


If handicaps must be faced, they 
must be faced together. “War wives” 
and ‘‘war brides” of World War II will 
need imagination and ingenuity. Each 
will have to provide her serviceman 
with the reassurance he is apt to need 
now so desperately. Mere words will 
not do; attitudes will show in actions. 
Because of a greater maturity on the 
part of both husband and wife, a new 
period of coming to know and under- 
stand each other will be necessary. In 
a way, a form of courtship will again 
be necessary for them. Now with con- 
tinued faith in God and in each other, 
and a reasonable measure of common 
sense, on the part of both partners 
these marriages will succeed! 


MAKE UP YOUR LIFE 

(Continued from Page 10) 
of service and no special talent will be 
lost when one gives himself or herself 
to the service of Christ and His 
Church, 

@® May 5th is Life Service Day in 
Luther League. Make careful plans to 
present the program, “The Time Is 
Now,” which Miss Virginia Wirt, 
Chairman, Life Service Committee of 
The Luther League of America, has 
prepared and which is now ready for 
distribution. Order today! 


Credit for Photos 
LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 
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United China Relief; News Bureau 
N. L. C.; UNIO; British Combine; 
Norwegian Official; Yugo-Slav Red 
Cross, 
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(Continued from Page 29) 


to care for orphaned missions, and has 
added European relief to its activities. 
We were asked to contribute clothing 
and shoes to European relief last win- 
ter (1945-1946). 


Secondly, we must support our local 
church. This will strengthen the Lu- 
theran Church in America, and only a 
strong American church will be able 
to support World-Lutheranism. 


But most of all, we must include our 
distressed and persecuted Lutheran 
brethren in our daily prayers. The fate 
of millions of Lutherans is in the bal- 
ance. The future of our church is at 
stake: more and more, or fewer and 
fewer Lutherans? Our effort is the 
key to the answer. We must learn to 
pray with Martin Luther: 


“Lord keep us steadfost in Thy Word; 
Curb those who fain by craft or sword 
Would wrestle the Kingdom from Thy Son 
And set at naught all He hath done. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known; 
For Thou art Lord of Lords alone. 
Defend Thy Christendom, that we 

May evermore sing praise to Thee.’’ 


®@ Questions for Discussion 


How does’ the total numerical srtength of 
World Lutheranism compare with the rest of 
Protestantism? 


How many Lutherans are there in America? 
In Europe? In Asia? In Africa? In Australia 
and Oceania? 

What is the significance of this size for the 
present time? 

How has the Lutheran Church fared in 
Europe, both during and after the War? 

What obligation does the plight of European 
Lutherans put upon American Lutherans? 

How can we help? 

How does the Luther League of America’s 
current project help in this respect? 

How much has been contributed throughout 
Leaguedom to this project? 

Did our League make a generous contribu- 
tion last January on Luther League Missionary 
Day? 

Did it present the program ‘‘Christ or Chaos 
for Europe’’? 

For how much money, as a minimum, is 
Lutheran World Action now, striving in _the 
congregations of all Lutheranism in America? 

How long is it supposed that this major 
program of relief and rehabilitation by our 
Church is going to be necessary? 

Can we do less than do our best for as long 
as it may be required? 

How did our congregation come out in rais- 
ing the amount of its quota on the recent May 
appeal of Lutheran World Action? 

Did each of us give as if it mattered much 
to him what happened to our Church in the 
place where it was once strongest? 

Yes, will there be ‘“‘more and more Luther- 
ans” or fewer and fewer because of our in- 
difference to their appalling need? 


® Bible Readings 

Romans*5:1-5. The message of God’s free 
forgiveness offered to us from our Lord Jesus 
Christ is the basis of all true religion. It is 
also the trademark of World-Lutheranism, It 
will encourage us in the face of all the ad- 
versities of our time. 


Matthew 5:38-42. For the Church of. Christ 
the world has always been one world because 
it always was God’s World. The Church of 
Christ does not know ‘‘Enemy nations” at_all 
and the idea of ‘revenge’ is not Christian. We 
must therefore feel responsible for all the 
peoples of this earth. 


Matthew 25:34-48. Whatever we do to help 
the need of our brethren in foreign lands is 
service to Christ. Jesus has shown us that we 
can serve Him only by helping men and wo- 
men and children who are in need. 


Luke 16:19-31. We Americans tend to take 
the view of this rich man, as we look at the 
rest of the world. Let us not allow our for- 
tunate circumstances make us callous toward 
those less fortunate. 


Acts 16:9, 10. St. Paul never counted the 
cost. His journey to Europe meant imprison- 
ment, persecution and suffering. He _ finally 
died in Europe. We must not count the cost. 
If we feel God calls us into His service, we 
must follow. 


Ezekiel 33:7-9. “We cannot help it if 
Christ’s message to the world is not received. 
But it is our responsibility that it is broadcast.” 


Galatians 6:7-10. Christians have a respon- 
sibility towards all men, But this fact does 
not lessen our particular responsibility towards 


our Lutheran brethren in all parts of the 
world. We must help especially those ‘that 
are of the household of faith.”’ 


@ Bibliography 
“Lutheran World Almanac’’—National 
Lutheran Council, New York, 1937. 


“Lutherans in All Lands’—J. N. Lenker, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 1896. 


“The Lutheran Churches of the World’—Jor- 
gensen, Wentz, Fleisch, Augsburg Publish- 
ing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 


FROM US TO YOU 
(Continued from Page 11) 


They have proven their loyalty to the Luther League, 
too, through their gifts. In 1945 they sent $125 as a con- 
gratulatory gift to the Church in the Argentine on its 25th 
Anniversary. Only recently they contributed $100 for the 
European Lutheran Youth project of The Luther League 


of America. 


@ When we mention the Luther Leagues of Porto Rico 
we must also tell you about the Leaguers farther to the 
South—those in British Guiana. Late in 1945 these young 
people sent The Luther League of America $100 for the 
Deaconess Library Foundation and $80 for the 50th Anni- 
versary Fund. How’s that for loyalty and faithfulness in 


stewardship ? 


@ Last month we told you about the $500 from the 


Lu Memoriam 


LT. LEONARD TUNDERMAN 


Memorialized by 
Memorialized by 
WILLIAM FREY 
Memorialized by 
Memorialized by 


Memorialized by 


Memorialized by 


Genesee Valley, (N. Y.) which is yet the largest gift for 
the Missionary project—Work with Lutheran Youth in 


Europe. It isn’t always the largest gift which represents 
the largest per capita giving. For example—two small 
groups in the West—Texas and the Columbia District— 


gave very generously. 


To date, the Luther League of the Texas Synod with 
270 members reported, has sent $194.54 for this project. 
That measures nearly 73 cents per member. And we have 
the feeling that we haven’t heard the last from Texas. 


Now look at Columbia District, those Leaguers in 


upper Oregon and lower Washington State—with but 10 
Leagues and 90 members, who have contributed more than 


$45 since January 1. 


How many Synodical or State Leagues will equal either 
of these groups in per capita giving? Who will top Texas’ 


73 cents per member? 


Our hats are off to you, Leaguers of Columbia District 


and Texas. 
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ROANOKE COLLEGE 


Founded 1842 Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


_ Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 


A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. 
Administration, with shorthand and typing. 


Business 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


One Hundred Years Ago 


Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal education 
in a Christian atmosphere, 


It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a superior 
preparation for a useful and efficient life. 


Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, 
including pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


——SvVes_« 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Mines 


“The only junior college 
in the United Lutheran 
Church for women.” 
First two years of college work 
Preparation for transfer for college degree. 
Exploratory courses for discovering talents. 
Pre-professional training for entrance to 
specialized schools. 


Last two years of high school work 
Happy home-like atmosphere, strong religious 
training, careful social development. 
Situated in the “land of the sky” in South- 
western Virginia. 
For Information write... 
The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box L, Marion, Va. 


HARTWICK COLLEGE 


THE LUTHERAN COLLEGE OF THE CATSKILLS 
(Co-educational) 

Successor to Hartwick Seminary, founded in 1797, spon- 
sored by the United Lutheran Syond of New York. Hartwick 
is a standard four-year Christian college, accredited by the 
Regents of New York State. 

. Four-year programs leading to the A.B. and B.S. degrees, 
includ.ng liberal arts teacher training, business administra- 
tion, nursing and parish work. 

Pre-professional programs in law, medicine, theology, 
dentistry, medical technicianship and secretarial work. 

Special two-year program for church secretaries. 

Christian ideals empahsized. Reasonable expenses. Schol- 
arships and _ self-help opportunities. 

For catalog and book of views, address 
President Henry J. Arnold, Ph.D. Oneonta, New York 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owued and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 

Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration, 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Personal attention to the individual student. 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 

Very reasonable expenses 


write Jas. 


For Catalogue, C. Kinard, Pres. 


Here Is Happiness! — 


In a fully dedicated Christian life | 
In a church school leading to a college degrec 
In professionalized training for every Christian service 


In the Diaconate of the Lutheran Church 


Baltimore and Philadelphia Motherhouses 
Offer 


@ Spiritual development 
® Collegiate instruction f 
@ Professionalized training 
@® Variety of opportunity 
@ Service in the Church 
@ Joyful satisfaction 
For Information Please Write 
SISTER MILDRED WINTER, Field Secretary 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 
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SOLID COPPER—HAMMERED BY HAND 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of attaching 
to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting the book- 
mark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand on edges and is 
made from solid copper, burnished and lacquered. 
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EACH BOOK-MARK IS MOUNTED IN A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED EASTER FOLDER 


35 Cents Each or Three for $1.00 


BIBLE BOON (Mla 


Cross With Luther League Emblem 


ILLUSTRATED Sea 
¥ 


Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to give to each person at- 
tending your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service. 


THIS BOOK MARK 
is very nice to place in Easter Flowers 
for sick and shut-in folks. Name of 
Church can be written on reverse side. 


A SPLENDID SOUVENIR 


80 osteary 100 
| Cash MUST Accompany 


Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


A TIMELY EASTER GIFT 
Heavy, Special Finish 
Cardboard, with Luther 


League Emblem in 
Blue Ink. 


Sample Cheerfully Sent 
on Receipt of a 3 Cent 
Stamp for Postage. 


Illustration Shows Actual Size of the Book Mark 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) 
we will print your CHURCH OR YOUR 
LEAGUE’S NAME on reverse side, any 
quantity up to 209. Additional hundreds, 20 
cents per hundred. 


429-437 HERR STREET 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


